
Year 5 Literacy – week starting 13th September                                                          Whole School Book ‘Zeraffa Giraffa’ by Diane Hofmeyr  

Day 1 – Sentence Building Task – Last week we looked at using different conjunctions to extend our sentences. We add conjunctions to be 

able to link clauses or parts of a sentence. 

There are two types of 

conjunctions: co-

ordinating and 

subordinating. 

Remember co-

ordinating 

conjunctions link two 

main clauses and 

could replace a full 

stop between the two 

sentences. 

 

 

Subordinating conjunctions are only used with parts of a sentence called a subordinate clause. This means a part of a sentence that adds 

information but can’t be a complete sentence on it’s own. These subordinate clauses can appear in different parts of a sentence. 

We could use it at the end of a sentence to extend the ideas e.g. The beautiful ladies watched in awe while men gaped at the strange beast. 

Or it can appear at the start of the sentence, e.g. While the men gaped at the strange beast, the beautiful ladies watched in awe. 

When the subordinating clause appears at the start of the sentence, it is called a fronted adverbial and must be followed by a comma. 

While the men gaped at the strange beast, the beautiful ladies watched in awe. 

Your task today is to use the subordinating conjunctions to add extra information to these simple sentences. You could add them onto the end or 

put them at the start of the sentence (whichever sounds the best). Remember, if you put the subordinate clause at the start, you must remember 

the comma!! 

 



1. A small, brown-haired boy pointed down at the street 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

2. The well-dressed man and an elegant-looking lady chatted 

_______________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

3. A soldier stood gazing at the crowd _________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Excited children jumped and shouted ________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Jubilant ladies waved silk handkerchiefs in the air ______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Bakers in their clean, white uniforms sold their pastries and biscuits ________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. The handler walked ahead of his charge through the crowd ______________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Now see if you can write 3 more sentences of your own. Remember that they must have a subordinating clause somewhere 
in the sentence. 

1. ______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



Day 2 – Idea Generating & Writing Task – Last week we read the story of Zeraffa Giraffa and her travel through France to Paris. The people of 

Paris had never seen such a creature and news of her spread very quickly from town to town. Soon all of Paris was buzzing with news and 

rumours of this wonderful, odd-looking creature. 

Task 1 – Let’s start with a quick thesaurus activity. I’ve started you off with some – how many more can you find? 

https://www.thesaurus.com/  

How many synonyms can you think of or find 
for the word ‘creature’ or ‘animal’? 

How many synonyms can you find or think of 
for the word ‘amazement’? 

How many synonyms can you think of or find 
for the word ‘arrival’? 

 
 
 
 
 
beast    
 

 
 
 
 
 
wonder      awe      marvel 

 
 
 
 
 
appearance      entrance     

Today we are going to start writing a diary entry as if we were one of those many people who had heard rumours of this beast but couldn’t wait 

until the morning to see it! We are going to start our piece of writing thinking about the night before something exciting. 

We are going to start thinking about the rumours you might have heard about this creature. Read some of the descriptions below – they might all 

have been rumours spread. 

 

 

 

How accurate do you think these rumours are? Should they be believed? 

Many people would have believed these rumours and so when Zeraffa came to town, people had many different ideas in their heads of what she 

would look like. 

 

“It’s neck was as long as 6m 

and it stood taller than the 

highest house!” 

“The beast had the most 

beautiful eyes and such long 

eyelashes!” 

“Why it was yellow and 

covered in brown spots! What 

a strange-looking creature!” 

“Did you hear the soft clip-

cloppy noise it’s hooves 

made? Like a horse but 

quieter” 

“It’s tongue was huge! It kept 

pulling leaves off of the trees!” 

“It had a short tail with a tuft of hair at 

the end that it kept swatting flies with.” 

“It had a horse’s body but it’s neck and legs 

looked like they had been stretched!” 

https://www.thesaurus.com/


Task 2 – Because Zeraffa was such a mystery to everyone in France, there was huge excitement about what this creature might look like. Think 

of a time when you were SO excited, you couldn’t sleep.  

How did you feel? Did you have butterflies in your tummy? Could you not stop thinking about the exciting event? Was it hard to close your eyes 

and switch your brain off? Was it very difficult to lay still? Were you laying in the dark, willing yourself to go to sleep so morning comes quicker? 

 

We are going to try and capture all of those feelings in this short opening paragraph or two!! 

Task 3 – Read the modelled writing below. Imagine you are a child waiting to see this strange creature in the morning. 

The waiting was almost unbearable! I lay in bed staring at the ceiling wondering what the 

beautiful giraffe would look like. I’d heard from some of my friends who claimed they’d seen 

her that she had the longest neck they’d ever seen and big brown spots all over her body. I lay 

awake trying to picture the strange creature. I tossed and turned trying to get comfortable; I 

must go to sleep! The sooner I sleep, the sooner morning will come. 

I closed my eyes and willed myself to relax and sleep but sleep continued to elude me. I opened 

my eyes again and stared out of the window. Will there be musicians tomorrow to welcome her? 

Will I get to see her or will there be too many people? I decided that I must get up extra early 

to make sure that I get to the front. 

Eventually, sleep overtook me and I drifted in and out of dreams about strange animals with 

long necks, black tongues and brown spots. 

I was awoken by the birds singing outside my bedroom window. 

Underline or highlight any phrases or words you think were really effective in this modelled piece of writing. Is there anything you think you could 

borrow for your own piece of work? 

 



Task 4 – Using all of the ideas from the modelled writing, the sentence starters below and your own experiences of being excited about 

something, I’d like you to write you own opening paragraph about the night before you see Zeraffa.  

You can use the model and the subordinating conjunctions to help you. Think about how you would feel, how hard it might be to go to sleep and 

maybe even what you think the beast might look like!  

 



 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________ 



Day 3 – Idea Generating & Writing Task – Last week we thought about how giraffe-crazy Paris went when they found out about Zeraffa 

arriving. Look again at the pictures from the book to see some of the things the people of Paris did. 

Giraffe-shaped biscuits, hair styles, hedges, men wearing extremely 

tall hats, giraffe-coloured gowns and even dog coats! 

As we continue our piece of writing today, we need to think about all 

of the crazy, giraffe-themed things that the people of Paris did when 

they heard that Zeraffa was coming.  

Look back at some of the sentences we created last week using our 

expanded noun phrases.  

Task 1 – Today we are going to continue our writing from yesterday. 

We need to wake up and get dressed and be in town really quickly so 

we get a good view. Remember there will be lots of people/crowds, 

noises, sights and smells. Try to describe some of the things you might 

see using the table below to get us started. 

Describe something I might see: 
 
 
 
 

Describe something I might hear: Describe something I might smell: 

Describe the crowd of people (use the picture 
to help): 

 

Describe the people in the windows: 

Describe how you feel as you wait: 
 
 
 
 

Any other ideas or sentences you can think of to describe the wait for Zeraffa 



SOMEONE SHOUTS AND STARTS TO POINT!!!! 

You hear the crowd start to cheer and wave flags but you can’t see anything yet. You strain and stand on your tip toes but you still can’t see 

anything yet… 

This is where we need to get up to today in our writing. We need to describe getting into town, what we see, hear, smell and how we feel. But we 

are not going to see anything yet!!! 

 

Task 2 – Use the images below, the sentence starters, the ideas from Task 1 and your own ideas to write the 

next 2 paragraphs. 

Paragraph 1 – running into town and the sights, smells, sounds you hear. Describe the scene of the crowds. 

Paragraph 2 – you start to hear cheering and the noise gets louder, people waving flags but you just can’t 

see her yet… 



  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



Day 4 – Idea Generating & Writing Task – Thinking back to Tuesday’s lesson where we thought of all of those rumours that might have spread 

about the appearance of Zeraffa, today we are going to describe the moment we actually see her. 

Task 1 – Look at the images of giraffes below. What features are most striking to you? What are the features you think you would remember the 

first time you see such a creature up close? 

 

 



The people of Paris had never seen a creature like this before so they will have exaggerated some of its features and would have thought it a 

very strange beast indeed! 

Today we are going to continue our writing from yesterday. We got to the point where the crowds have gathered and you start to hear cheering 

and people waving flags as Zeraffa approaches. But as yet you couldn’t see her despite standing on tip toes and stretching to see. But in this 

next paragraph, you are finally going to set eyes on the creature herself. 

To do this, you’re going to need to describe the giraffe really well. 

Task 2 – Take a few minutes to write down some adjectives and expanded noun phrase you could use to describe the giraffe. 

Adjectives to describe the 
giraffe 

Expanded noun phrases 

Elegant    mottled      Stretching each long, elegant leg in turn, the glorious mottled beast strode down the street… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Using these ideas, you are going to continue your writing from yesterday. Read back through your work so you know where you left off and 

remember to describe the giraffe!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________ 

 



Day 5 – Finishing Off & Proof-Reading Task – Today is a chance for you to finish your writing describing the moment you first see the beautiful 

giraffe on the streets of Paris. Once you have completed your work, you need to read back through all of your writing from this week and make 

sure it sounds like one diary entry. 

Task 1 – Finish your writing from yesterday. 

Task 2 – Proof-read using the helping hands below. Once you have finished, take a clear photo of your work (or if you typed it) and 

upload it to your Seesaw account. 

CPSMV your work 

C – Capital letters: Capital letters at the start of any sentence and for any proper nouns (names of people and places).  
P – Punctuation: Full stops at the end of sentences. Commas for a list and after fronted adverbials.  
S – Spellings: Look up the spelling for any words you think you have spelt incorrectly and highlight any year 5/6 spellings.  
M – Make sense: Read through your work and check it makes sense. Past tense and 3rd person.  
V – Vocabulary: Read though your work and up level some of your vocabulary. 

 


