
Year 6 Literacy – week starting 6th September                                              Whole School Book (we’re keeping the title a secret for now!!!)  

Day 1 – Thinking & Vocabulary Tasks – What do these images have in common?  

     

They all involve a large crowd of people e.g. a music concert or festival, a busy shopping street or a football stadium. How might it feel to be a 

part of a large crowd cheering on your favourite band or football team? We’re going to be building up to writing a piece of work about an 

extremely exciting event! 

Read the extract below of an exciting event that I once experienced. At the end, think about what I did to show you (the reader) how 

excited I was. 

I’m going to tell you about a time when I was part of a crowd of people just like the one in the audio clip. It is a memory that I will never forget for as long as I live. The 

anticipation. The excitement. The exhilaration was thrilling. 

We had woken really early that morning and I don’t think I’ve gotten dressed that quickly in my life! I arrived at my mums early and gobbled some breakfast. My sister and I 

then waited for what seemed like ages for mum to be ready. Finally, we were out of the door. 

The train journey into London seemed to take an age – we watched out of the window as town after town whizzed by. The landscape changed as we got closer to London; 

more houses and warehouses and almost no green to be seen. I wondered what it would be like to see them in real life. What would they be wearing? Would they see me 

and smile or wave? 

At Kings Cross we got off of the train and bustled our way through the crowds to the underground. My sister could hardly contain herself, having needed the toilet about 

40,000 times that morning in her complete excitement. She grabbed my hand as we jostled our way through the commuters to get our train. 

When we finally arrived at our destination, the Mall, there were what seemed like millions of people lining the street watching and waiting. Flags flew in the breeze, waving 

as if they were greeting us. The noise was thunderous as people eagerly talked, laughed and joked to pass the time. Little did I know that this causal roar would become 

deafening! 



It didn’t take long before there was a change in the sound of the crowd. Almost like a wave, the crowd started cheering, flag waving and whooping! The wave of noise 

seemed to gradually roll it’s way towards us. In front of us we could see an empty street and the crowd the opposite side anticipating the arrival. We could see thousands of 

flags being held high and waved, the wave coming closer and closer to where we stood.  

Suddenly the wave of cheering hit us preceded by the clip clopping sound of a hundred horse hooves. Clip clop, clip clop. The Royal Horse Guard, dressed in their black and 

red livery and sat upon the most glorious, majestic beasts slowly rode down the Mall towards us. We were caught up in the upsurge and started to join in the cacophony 

long before we saw them. There! There they were! Finally! The Royal Carriage, gleaming gold and bronze in the sunlight, slowly rolled past in front of us. The top had been 

removed so that the crowds could see the newly married couple, blissfully smiling and waving to the waiting people. The new Duchess of Cambridge, Princes Katherine, 

looked beautiful in her ivory dress and lace veil. The diamonds in her tiara glinting in the sunlight. The Duke of Cambridge, Prince William, sat tall and smiling.  

The people around us cheered and screamed, some threw flowers to the bride and other waved their flags so enthusiastically it appeared as if they were blowing the 

carriages down the Mall towards the palace. 

What did I do to show you that I was excited by this event? Write down your ideas. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

We’re going to look at some of the language I used in this extract and you are going to use the table below to decide if they are words 

you understand or words that you’re not sure about. You can read back through the text to help you. 

Red 

I’m not sure what this word means. 

Amber 

I think I know what this word means. 

Green 

I know what this word means and I can use it in a sentence. 

 

 

 

 

  

Once you’ve sorted each of the words, use the online dictionary link below to check what the RED words mean. You could read back 

through the extract with an adult to see if you can work out what the word might mean. https://kids.wordsmyth.net/we/  

Anticipation     exhilaration     gobbled     bustled     jostled     commuters     casual     thunderous     destination     lining the streets     gradually     

preceded     livery     upsurge     cacophony 

https://kids.wordsmyth.net/we/


Day 2 – Vocabulary Tasks 

 

 

I 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done if you found 12 or more really good synonyms that would help us to describe how exciting a                                                      

concert or football match might be! 

We are going to start thinking about the differences between some of these synonyms because there is a big difference between being ‘happy’ 

and being ‘exhilarated’. Look at the words and pictures below. All of emojis are showing different emotions that are synonyms for ‘excited’. Can 

you work out which emoji matching with each synonym? 

           

 

 

 

 _____________    ________________     _______________     _______________     _______________      _________________ 

                                        Exhilarated       Thrilled        Animated       Delighted       Ecstatic        Pleased 

Using your own ideas first and then an online thesaurus, how many synonyms can you find for the word 

‘excited’ e.g. I was so excited to see England in the Euro Cup Final. Be careful – think about the best choice of 

synonym as some aren’t appropriate for describing the excitement of a concert/football match etc. 

https://www.thesaurus.com/  

 

Write your synonyms below – can you beat Mrs Inman? 

https://www.thesaurus.com/


We’re going to start thinking about when we might feel each of these different degrees fo excitement using a Zones of Relevance activi ty. The 

middle zone is for the words that you might definitely feel in a situation, the middle zone is for words that are not quite as good at describing the 

feeling and the outer zone is for words that are even less relevant. 

Pick one of the situations in the boxes below and think about how you might feel if this was you in the situation. Write the words in 

each zone to describe how you might be feeling. 

Bedtime on Christmas Eve 
before Santa comes. 

Jack Grealish is coming to 
school to teach PE. 

You’re about to go 
backstage to meet your 

favourite band. 

It’s your birthday and you’re 
waiting for your guests to 

arrive with presents. 

You’ve been selected as a 
finalist in a competition and 
you’re just about to find out 

who the winner is. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

thrilled high 

electrified enraptured 

intoxicated joyous 

jubilant elated 

exhilarated Pleased 

delighted glad 

eager  

Which word 

would you put 

in each zone? 

entranced 

animated 

exuberant 

captivated 

ecstatic 



Day 3 - Inference & Vocabulary Tasks – Today we are going to be looking at a picture from the whole school book. Take a few minutes to look 

carefully at the picture and see what you notice. 

What can you see? What do you think might be happening? 

Write down 3 observations  
(things you notice about the images), 

Write down 3 inferences  
(what you think might be happening and 
give evidence to support your thinking) 

Write down 3 questions you might ask 

 
 
 

  



 
 
 

  

 
 
 

  

 

Looking at the picture, we are going to be writing some descriptive sentences today. But first we’re going to play a game using ‘verbs’. 

Remember that a ‘verb’ is an action or doing word e.g. dancing, walking but it can also be a ‘being’ word e.g. is, am. 

Look at the picture again and see if you can think or see any actions that begin with each letter of the alphabet. Some letters will have 

more than one verb you could use, so write down all of them. 

 



Every sentence must have 3 components – a subject, a verb and an object e.g. The girl waved to the soldiers. 

But we know that our writing would be very boring if all of our sentences were like this so we add extra details to make our writing more 

interesting and more accurate for our reader. 

We do this by adding: 

 Adjectives (describing words to describe the subject or the object) 

 Adverbs (words that describe how the verb is performed) 

 Expanded noun phrases (these are a phrase which includes adjectives and a noun but can also include ‘with’ to add extra detail) 
 

E.g. The small, shy girl with the long, blonde bunches waved meakly to the smart-looking soldiers. 

We’re going to have a go now at writing some expanded noun phrases to describe some of the people in the picture. You need to include some 

adjectives and add extra detail by using the word ‘with’ 

E.G. The beautiful, tall lady with the neat curls in her hair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 4 – Sentence Generating Task – Use the image below and play a game of ‘I SPY’ with an adult. Your clue must include an expanded noun 

phrase e.g. I SPY a small girl with brown hair peeping out behind a curtain. 

 

 

 

 

 



Today we are going to continue to practice writing sentences to describe this scene but we are going to focus on using different conjunctions to extend our 

sentences. 

A conjunction is a word we use to connect two clauses in a sentence. There are two types of conjunction: 

A co-ordinating conjunction links two main clauses (or clauses that 

could be sentences on their own). We can remember these using 

the acronym FANBOYS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Subordinating conjunction links a main clause with a 

subordinate clause (this is a part of a sentence that adds 

information but can’t be a sentence on it’s own). There are 

many subordinating conjunctions but we can remember some 

of them using the acronym I SAW A WABUB. 

 

 

 

 

 



Look back at the work you did yesterday to describe those 6 characters from the scene. You created some expanded noun phrases to describe 

those characters. Today, I want you to put those expanded noun phrases into a sentence and then extend it using different co-ordinating and 

subordinating conjunctions. 

Complete each of these sentences using a different conjunction – you MUST NOT use the same conjunction twice!! 

1. A small, brown-haired boy pointed down at the street ___________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Quietly, a well-dressed man with a top hat and an elegant-looking lady chatted _______________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. A soldier stood gazing at the crowd _________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Excited children jumped and shouted ________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Jubilant ladies waved silk handkerchiefs in the air ______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Bakers in their clean, white uniforms sold their pastries and biscuits ________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Shyly, the handler walked ahead of his charge through the crowd _________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Now see if you can write 3 more sentences of your own. Remember that they must have a co-ordinating conjunction or a 
subordinating conjunction to extend them. 

1. ______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



Day 5 – Sentence generating task – Today we are going to actually begin to read the book that we are focusing our work on. But first, can you use the clues 

to guess what the story might be about? 

“She is the perfect gift for my friend the King 
of France!” exclaimed the Pasher. 

Amir unrolled the map and measured the 
distance. Paris was very far away, beyond the 

edge of Africa. 

“I’ll name you Zeraffa. I’ll feed you milk sweet 
as lake water, and at night I’ll roll back the 
awning so you can look at the stars,” Amir 

whispered. 

On the cobblestones of Marseilles, people 
pushed forward for a glimpse of her. 

News of the amazing creature soon spread! 
Children squeezed through the crowds to 

count her spots. 

Zeraffa took no notice. She strolled on 
nibbling the tops of the trees just as she had 

done on the plains of Africa. 

The Queen organised a soiree. Guests 
gathered in bristling uniforms and rustling 

taffeta to admire Zeraffa. 
Paris fell in love with her. 

 

Who or what do you think Zeraffa might be? 

 

Use the link below to explore the story. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dSbRzSFCp_E   

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dSbRzSFCp_E


The people of Paris fell in love with Zeraffa and everyone went a little Giraffe Crazy! 

We are going to use some of these images to create sentences to describe how Giraffe Crazy Paris went for 
Zeraffa. 

Choose 4 of the pictures to describe. 

You need to include: 

 An expanded noun phrase to describe the subject or the object 
of the picture e.g. the baker or the biscuits. 

 An adverb to describe how they were performing their actions 
e.g. cooked frantically 

 EXTRA CHALLENGE – can you include a bit of extra information using 
a relative clause (these are clauses starting with ‘who’ or ‘which’ that 
add extra information) e.g. The bakers, who woke early to start baking, 
made beautiful giraffe-shaped biscuits. If you add a relative clause, 
remember to use either brackets () or commas to show where you’ve 
added the extra information. 

 

Model sentence - The flamboyant bakers with their crisp white uniforms and neatly curled moustaches carefully 
prepared delicious giraffe-shaped biscuits for the crowds, who had been stood out in the cold. 

 

1. ______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. ______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 


