
Monday  

LO. To identify the features of and plan a news article 

 You are going to be a news reporter who re-tells this 

event to the world. What person will you be writing in? 

 You are reporting an event that has already happened. 

What tense will you use? 

 Although this is a type of recount, the news article 

will go out to the word so should it be formal or 

informal? Descriptive or factual? 

 

1. Read through the Apollo 11 Moon landing PowerPoint. 

2. Use the planning sheet to plan a news article that 

reports this event. 

 

Tuesday 

LO. To write a newspaper article (introduction) 

1. Use the helper sheet to write an introduction for your 

news article e.g.  

 

On 16th July 1969, a historical event began when extensively 

trained astronauts Neil Armstrong, Michael Collins and 

Edwin "Buzz" Aldrin were propelled into Space. At the 

famous Space Centre in Florida (USA), the well- equipped 

astronauts were launched in rocket Saturn V, which was 

the largest ever built. After years of research, they hoped to 

complete an extraordinary Mission (Apollo 11), that aimed to 

send a team astronauts to the Moon and back. 

 

 



Wednesday  

LO. To generate quotes for a newspaper article 

 Read the character profile for a Moon party reveller. 

Imagine you are them, speaking to a reporter on the 

day of the event. 

 Answer these questions in role... 

o How did you feel watching the live stream? 

o What was the atmosphere like? 

o What did you do when Armstrong stepped onto the 

Moon for the first time?  

 
 

1. Write a direct or indirect quote from Neil Armstrong 

and a member of the public.  

 



Thursday 

LO. To manage shifts in formality in our writing 

 What was the order of events from the day of the 

Moon landing? 

 How could you paragraph your work? 

 

1. Use the helper sheet to write the main body of your 

news report e.g. 

 

After four days of wondrous Space travel, the team entered 
Moon’s orbit, where they remained for hours. 

Aldrin reportedly described the view as pitch black with 

only tiny flashes of light and a luminous glow in the 

distance. While orbiting, the astronauts prepared for 

landing by climbing into the Lunar Module (known as The 

Eagle), which separated from the main rocket. On 20th July 

1969, Armstrong took man’s first steps on the Moon before 

announcing, ‘"That's one small step for man, one giant 

leap for mankind.’ 

Armstrong spent his first few minutes on the Moon taking 

photographs and soil samples in case the mission had to 
be aborted suddenly. It was later reported that the surface 
was like powdered charcoal. All over the world, people were 

captivated by the historic moments that were captured on 
cameras installed in the Eagle. ‘People cheered, cried and 
clapped ecstatically when they planted the American flag 

into the Moon’s surface,’ claimed a member of the public, 
who held a moon party for the event. Eventually, the team 
travelled back to Earth using a special heat shield before 

landing in the Pacific Ocean. 



 

Friday 

LO. To manage shifts in tense in our writing 

 The conclusion of a news article changes from past 

tense to present. 

 

1. Write the conclusion for your news article e.g. 

 

From this epic adventure, scientists can now share some 
interesting facts about Space travel and the Moon. Most 
surprisingly, from the samples collected, the Moon 

appears to be made from similar substances to Earth. 
Although Mission Apollo 11 is complete, Neil Armstrong is 
determined to find out more about the Moon, Earth and 

our solar system. 

 


