
Year 6 Literacy – week starting 20th September                                                          Whole School Book ‘Zeraffa Giraffa’ by Diane Hofmeyr  

Day 1 – Idea Generating Task – Last week we wrote a personal recount about the coming of Zeraffa to the streets of Paris. At this point in 

history, this event would have been spread all over the towns, cities and countryside. But they didn’t have TV or the news but they did have 

newspapers. This week we are going to be writing a different kind of recount – a newspaper article about the coming of Zeraffa. 

 

To begin with, we are going to think about what people who saw her might have to say to a reporter. We are going to think about how different 

people might have felt about the giraffe.  

Task 1 – Imagine that you are each of these characters from the scene in the book. What do you think they might tell a reporter about what they 

saw? Would they all have been amazed? Might some have been shocked or disappointed if the creature didn’t look like some of the rumours 

they’d heard? Write down a piece of speech for each character in the speech bubbles. Remember to include inverted commas to show that it is 

speech! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Before we can start to write a newspaper article we need to recap on formal and informal language. 

When we are talking to each other or a friend, we use very informal language. We use words like ‘can’t’, ‘don’t’ as well as other slang words. 

However, formal language requires us to write in a way which is different to how we speak in our everyday lives. We must imagine that we are 

very important and posh and use more sophisticated language. We NEVER use ‘can’t’ or ‘don’t’ in formal writing because it does not give the 

right impression. 

Task 2 – Read some of these extracts from real newspaper articles about animals. Note down or highlight any phrases, sentences started or 

vocabulary that you think makes these articles sound very formal. 

It's a boy: world watches as New 

York zoo streams birth of calf to 

April the giraffe 

A New York zoo’s much-discussed livestream video of its pregnant giraffe 

showed her giving birth on Saturday. 

Adventure Park’s YouTube feed captured the big moment shortly before 

10am ET when April, a 15-year-old giraffe, delivered in an enclosed pen at 

the zoo in Harpursville, a village about 130 miles north-west of New York 

City. 

The mother giraffe tenderly licked her calf, which began to slowly pick its 

head up from the floor of the pen. About 45 minutes after it was born, the calf 

stood on its wobbly legs for the first time, while its mother helped keep it 

steady. 

The zoo later said the calf was male. Its entry to the world, zoo owner Jordan 

Patch said, “was unnerving to even those of us who have witnessed animal 

births previously”. 

The calf is April’s fourth, but Animal Adventure Park’s first giraffe calf. It is 

expected to weigh about 150lbs (68.04kg) and be about 6ft (1.83m) tall, and 

will be named through a competition. 

Spotted: baby giraffe Narus has first 
public outing at Chester zoo 
Born to his mother Orla a week ago as part of a captive-breeding programme, 
Narus is an endangered Rothschild’s giraffe 

Under the watchful eye of his mother Orla, the baby giraffe Narus took her 
first wobbly steps within an hour of being born 

Narus is the second calf to be born into Chester zoo’s herd of 11 endangered 
Rothschild’s giraffes in the past five months. 

The International Union for the Conservation of Nature has listed all giraffe 
species as vulnerable to extinction in the wild. Rothschild’s giraffes are one of 
the most threatened . It is estimated that only 1,600 remain as a result of 
poaching and habitat loss across Africa . 

Zookeepers named the new arrival Narus after a valley in Uganda’s Kidepo 
national park, where the zoo’s conservationists are working to protect one of 
the last wild populations of the rare species. 

Tim Rowlands, the curator of mammals at the zoo, said: “Giraffe calves get to 
their feet within minutes of birth, but those long legs can still take a bit of 
getting used to. He has settled in really well and after his little adventure 
outside he seems to have come on leaps and bounds. 

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/new-york
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/feb/25/april-pregnant-giraffe-live-stream-video-birth-youtube
https://www.theguardian.com/uk/chester
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/conservation


Bao Bao the giant panda leaves 

Washington zoo for new home 

in China 
The three-year-old giant panda left the Smithsonian’s National Zoo 

Tuesday to take a 16-hour non-stop to China to join a panda 

breeding program there 

Bao Bao, a three-year-old giant panda who has called the Smithsonian’s 

national zoo in Washington home since her birth in 2013, departed from 

Dulles airport this afternoon on a one-way trip to China to join a panda 

breeding program. 

China’s ambassador to the US Cui Tiankai was at the zoo to receive the 

panda, who will travel with a keeper and veterinarian for company on the 

16-hour nonstop flight to Chengdu. Bao Bao’s journey began in a crate 

loaded onto a Fedex truck also travels with a supply of snacks including 

55lbs (25kg) of bamboo, 5lbs (2kg) of apples and 2lbs (1kg) of sweet 

potatoes. 

Bao Bao, whose personality is described as “very independent”, like a 

domestic cat, was then loaded aboard a specially chartered FedEx plane 

– the “Panda Express”– in a large box marked “one panda”. The plane 

departed around 2pm, an event covered on live TV and on the 

zoo’s Facebook page. 

“Most of the flight, we hope she’s going to eat,” panda keeper and travel 

companion Marty Dearie told the Associated Press. Dearie added that 

pandas like to spend 13-16 hours a day eating. The national zoo explained 

that Bao Bao is traveling now because it’s better for pandas to travel in 

the winter months, when it is cool. 

Bright orange monkey born at 
Sydney's Taronga zoo is a rare 
François’ langur 
 

Male infant called Nangua, Mandarin for pumpkin, is fourth 
langur to be born at the zoo, the only one in the region to 
breed the endangered species 

Sydney’s Taronga zoo has announced the birth of a bright orange 
François’ langur, one of the world’s rarest monkeys. 

The male infant, named Nangua – the Mandarin word for pumpkin – 
was discovered in his mother Meili’s arms by keepers on 7 November. 

François’ langurs are born with bright orange fur that gradually 
darkens as they age. The species is endangered, with about 800 
thought to remain in the wild. 

The monkey is found in pockets of dense forest, limestone cliffs and 
tropical and subtropical caves in south-west China and northern 
Vietnam. It is named after Auguste François, a 19th century French 
consul in Lungchow, in China’s Guangxi province, who was one of the 
first westerners to make notes about the species. 

Nangua is the fourth langur to be born at the zoo, the only one in the 
region to breed the species. 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/china
https://www.facebook.com/nationalzoo/


Day 2 – Planning Task – Before we can start writing like newspaper reporter, we need to be able to talk like one! Today we are going to start by 

pretending to be a TV reporter, reporting on the arrival of Zeraffa to Paris. 

Task 1 – Use the talking frame below to see if you can come up with a series of formal sentences for your news report. You could play connect 4 

if you like but try to practice and use all of the different sentence starters. Write down any really good sentences you come up with as you could 

use them in your article. 

 



Day 3 – Planning Task – Today we are going to start to plan our news article. 

Task 1 – Read the shared model to give you some ideas of how we are going to structure the article and how the article should sound using our 

formal language. Highlight any good sentence starters or phrases you could put into your own words for your article. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a very good example of a news article.  

It manages to: 

 Use formal language throughout 

 Include quotes from witnesses in the crowd 

 Uses technical language (sophisticated language we wouldn’t normally use 
in everyday life) 

 Include questions for the reader 

 Gives factual information about Zeraffa, her journey and where she was 
going to 

 Stay in the past tense. 
 

Once tricky part is the final paragraph. Here the writer changes tense from the past 

tense (Zeraffa coming to Paris has happened so it is in the past by the time the writer 

has written the article) to the present tense. The reason this last paragraph is in the 

present tense is because it is still happening e.g. Zeraffa is now living in… 

 

My challenge to you is to change tense to the present tense for your final paragraph 

AND include all of these things in your articles. 



Task 2 – Using the planning sheet below, write down notes or sentences you might use in your article.   

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Headline 

Introduction – 4 Ws (who, what, where, when) 

Describe the scene as Zeraffa arrives 

Quote some witnesses (2 different views) 

Where did Zeraffa go and why? Where is she now? 



Day 4 & 5 – Writing Task – Today and tomorrow we are going to start writing our news article about the monumentous event that was Zeraffa 

coming to Paris. Use the shared model, the sentences starters and your planning sheet to help you to write your article. 

You could handwrite it on the paper below or type your work onto Seesaw, Word or on Google Classroom if you know how to do this. Make sure 

you proof-read your work properly using the guide below to help you. Once you have completed your article, upload it to Seesaw. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Use formal language throughout 

 Include quotes from witnesses in the crowd 

 Uses technical language (sophisticated language we wouldn’t normally use in everyday life) 

 Include questions for the reader 

 Gives factual information about Zeraffa, her journey and where she was going to 

 Stay in the past tense. 

 In the last paragraph change to the present tense. 
 

CPSMV your work 

C – Capital letters: Capital letters at the start of any sentence and for any proper nouns (names of people 
and places).  
P – Punctuation: Full stops at the end of sentences. Commas for a list and after fronted adverbials.  
S – Spellings: Look up the spelling for any words you think you have spelt incorrectly and highlight any year 
5/6 spellings.  
M – Make sense: Read through your work and check it makes sense. Past tense and 3rd person.  
V – Vocabulary: Read though your work and up level some of your vocabulary. 
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