
Year 6 Literacy – week starting 4th October                                                                       

‘The Spiderwick Fieldguide’ Explanation Texts  

Monday - Planning Task – Last week you thought about different ideas for 

a new species of creature for the field guide. Today, you need to create 

your illustration and note page. You could do this on tea-stained paper to 

make it look like a page from the guide. 

Your final creature needs to be drawn and coloured on your paper and then 

write down as many notes as you can about it including its appearance, 

habitat, diet and any special features it has. 

    

Tuesday - Writing Task – consider the features of your new creature 

carefully and pick out 5 key features e.g. horns, eyes, teeth, wings, claws. 

Using these 5 features, add in some expanded noun phrases, 

personification or similes to write a descriptive sentence about each 

feature. Once you’ve drafted this, write it out so each new feature starts on 

a new line to create a poem about your creature e.g.  

Razor-like horns protrude from it’s angular head, 

As it’s mesmerising, silver eyes scan the darkness, 

Needle-like teeth are hidden behind thin, tight lips, 

Leathery, pitch-black wings spread wide, alert to any movement 

Drenched in venom, bony, yellow claws grip the branch beneath it. 

 

Wednesday -  Writing Task– Read the shared model of an explanation 

text about a different species (see below). 

Use the yellow sentence starters, to practise talking about your new 

species (this is a whole species not just one single creature – you need to 

be aware that there may be thousands of them!). Remember that an 

explanation text is written by an expert about something; you need to 

sound like the expert on your creature.  

Once you have thought of some good introductory sentences about this 

new species, write an introduction. You need to tell your reader a little 

information about your creature’s species – include what you know so far 

(or how little you do know). CPSMV when you are done. 

Thursday  - Writing Task – Re-read the shared model. Today you need to 

write two paragraphs: one about the appearance of your species and the 

second about where it lives. 

Use the green sentence starters to help you to describe it’s appearance 

(remember to explain WHY it looks like that and how it helps it survive). 

Use the blue sentence starters to help you to explain where it lives and 

how it is suited to living in that habitat. Once you have practiced saying 

some sentences, write your two paragraphs. CPSMV when you have 

finished. 

Do you sound like the expert (formal writing) on your species? If you’ve 

included some contractions words (don’t, can’t, wouldn’t) then you are 

writing informally!!! 

Friday - Writing Task – Re-read the shared model again. Today you need 

to write the final two paragraphs: one about the diet of your species and the 

second about any of its special features or attributes. 

Use the red sentence starters to help you to describe what your species 

eat and how they get it (hunt, forage etc). Use the yellow sentence starters 

to help you to explain any of its special features or attributes that make it 

different to others. 

Once you have practiced saying some sentences, write your two 

paragraphs. CPSMV when you have finished. 

  



Shared Model 

Sahara Fire –Fang  (Draco Desertum) 

Little is actually known about the Sahara Fire-Fang since it’s discovery in 1896 

by Professor Nathaniel West. It was discovered by accident while Professor 

West was researching lions in Northern Africa. Historically, the Fire-Fang was 

known to be a docile creature. However, recent studies suggest this is not the 

case. Ruthless pillagers, who need to eat twice their body-weight every day, 

the Fire-Fang is a creature with a very short temper. For safety, when studying 

them, it is advisable to coat yourself in sugar, which causes it to become calm 

and docile for a limited period of time. 

Appearance 

This animal is a rare beast, not too dissimilar from the fully-grown female lion, 

yet to the experienced eye presents many differences. Initially, many people 

believe it is not a dragon as it has no wings but this is not the case: this species 

simply fold their wings to the sides of their bodies. Another feature of the 

Sahara Fire-Fang is the tail, which is almost identical to the one of a scorpion. 

Purely used for hunting, it has a unique venom only found in their blood. 

Normally, this beast’s mouth is just a standard row of teeth; however, whilst 

catching their prey, they are covered in a poisonous spit. In addition to all of 

the above, is its eye. When hunting, it will stare at one animal with their fiery, 

orange pupil and will not disengage (or unlock it’s gaze) until the animal is 

dead. 

Habitat  

Draco Desertum is native to hot Saharan countries. Accustomed to 
temperatures of between 5 and 50oC, it will survive in under -20oc but it 
prefers to live in warmer climates. It’s specially adapted scales actually reflect 
the heat from the sun, allowing the beast to survive in extreme temperatures. 
The benefit of these scales is that at night, when temperatures in the desert 
plummet, they retain much of the heat from the day keeping the dragon’s 
body temperature at 42 oc. 

In addition, the Fire-Fang is able to store water within its body keeping it 
hydrated in the baron wastelands of the desert. It does need to replenish it’s 
water supply every 12-18 hours and so needs to make regular visits to nearby 
lakes or dams.  

Diet 

Their diet mainly consists of large game animals; however, if they can, they 
will attack a human without provocation. However, these natural hunters 
have an irregular love for buffalo and are likely to leave at a moment’s notice 
if one is near and will tear down anything in their path to reach one. The rest 
of this animal’s diet is practically everything from the tiniest meerkat to the 
largest elephant as they need to eat up to 10 tonnes every 5 days. However, 
this may stretch to 25 tonnes for pregnant females.  

This dragon uses their normal teeth, tail and claws to hunt. It gets its prey by 
first catching it with their teeth, then killing it with some of their unique 

poison and finally skinning it with its claws. 

Draco Desertum is also a savage, self-centred dragon, who in a last ditch 
survival attempt, will eat their wings or have sudden outbursts of cannibalism. 

Unique Attributes 

It is true that this beast has a fire fang yet instead of one tooth, it has 2. Little 
is known about this attribute except that it recedes back into the mouth but 
the rest remains a mystery. 

Interestingly, this brute is a telepath. It is believed they used this skill many 
years ago for pack communication when they were hunting. Yet as they are 
now solitary creatures, they scarcely use this ability. 

Unlike most dragons, the Draco Desertum does not lay their eggs like a frog. 
The real truth is that the patchwork egg is created by the female of the 
species and a male will bury it. After 3 weeks, the egg divides to make 5 Fire-

Fang chicks, who emerge within two months. 

 

 

 



Sentence Starter Helpers 

Little is known 
about____ 

except… 
All we know is 

that… 

It is thought 
that…  

The real truth 
is that… 

Consequently
… 

…as such… 

Although… 
Even 

though… 

In order to… 
In order that… 
In order for… 

For this 
reason… 
Due to… 

In this way… The fact is… 

So that… 
…which can… 

Unlike the… 
Compare to… 

On the other 
hand… 

___ by 
nature,… 

It is true that… 
It is known 

that… 

Despite… 
Since… 

Interestingly… 
Amazingly… 

Also… 
In addition… 
Furthermore

… 
Moreover…   

Normally… 
Usually… 
Often… 

Generally… 

The ….. has… 
It’s ___ are… 

It has… 

______ 
generally 

have… 
 

It is natural 
for a ____ 
to….but… 

Few ____ 
can… 

___, __ wings… 
____ claws… 

Cat-like eyes… 
___,___ tails… 

Their hides 
(skin is) are… 

Prominent 
features of 
the …..are… 

It’s teeth 
are… 

It’s body is 
covered with… 

Scaly and 
rough… 

Fast and 
stealthy… 

Gentle and 
placid… 

Like a…., it 
can… 

Unlike… 

When 
young… 

When full-
grown… 

It is thought 
that… 

Consequently
… 

…as such… 

Although… 
Even though… 

In this way… 
The fact is… 

Solitary/lonely 
creatures… 
Aggressive 
creatures… 

They often 
live… 

…are often 
found near… 

Unlike the… 
Compare to… 
On the other 

hand… 

Away from 
humankind

… 

Normally… 
Usually… 
Often… 

Generally… 

Formidable 
predators… 

Vegetarian,… 
Their diet 
includes… 

On occasion it 
has been 

known to… 

It’s natural 
prey is… 

…are fond 
of… 

While 
feeding… 

While 
hunting… 

When 
threatened… 

When 
hungry… 

If driven by 
hunger or 

starvation…  

Also… 
In addition… 
Furthermor

e… 
Moreover…   

Uniquely 
adapted to 
hunting… 

It is true 
that… 

It is known 
that… 

Interestingly… 
Amazingly… 

All we know 
is that… 

 


