
Wednesday 13th October 2021 
LO: to find information to persuade





In the last few hundred years, archaeologists 
have dug at the Valley of the Kings, hoping to 
find artefacts that could help us gain a better 
understanding of Ancient Egyptian pharaohs.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LqduNonVn_I

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LqduNonVn_I


• In 1892, Howard Carter (an archeologist) worked at a 
site close to the Valley of the Kings. 

• During this same time, there were excavations going on 
in the Valley of the Kings and many tombs were 
discovered but most had been robbed of grave goods 
and some had been destroyed. 



• However, there were lots of clues to suggest that there 
was an undiscovered tomb somewhere in the valley. 
Carter decided that he wanted to look for the 
mysterious king.

• Before he could excavate, Carter needed to find 
someone to finance his digs as it required hundreds of 
local workers to excavate a site as well as buying the 
rights to dig. 



• In 1913, Howard Carter met a wealthy British Lord, 
called Lord Carnarvon. Carnarvon was an amateur 
archaeologist who was looking for an experienced man 
to lead an archeological dig in Egypt. 

• Carter thought that he could be the man for the job!



... but why should Carnarvon choose Carter?

• Your task is to research reasons why 
Carnarvon should finance Carter's dig for 
Tutankhamen's tomb in the Valley of the 
Kings.





• He had evidence to suggest that there was an 
undiscovered tomb somewhere in the valley 
because he had cartouches with the name of 
a King Tutankhamun that had been discovered 
there.

• Carter already had maps and images of the 
Valley which would help them to locate an 
untouched tombs easily and without much 
research.

• There was a huge gap in the research of kings 
(10 years) so they could unveil something new 
or magnificent that no one had ever seen 
before. They could contribute to people's 
understanding of the Ancient Egyptians.

• Carter could speak Arabic so he would be able 
to communicate with the workers.



Thursday 14th October 2021 
LO: to use the first person



• Over the next few lessons, you are going to pretend to 
be Howard Carter.

• You need to write a letter to Lord Carnarvon to persuade 
him to finance excavations in the Valley of the Kings.

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z88t97h/articles/zxdhsg8

• What person will you be writing in if you are 
pretending to be Howard Carter?

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z88t97h/articles/zxdhsg8


Today we will write the first paragraph of our 
letter. Let’s remind ourselves what a 
paragraph is for…

• https://central.espresso.co.uk/espresso/primary_uk/subject/module/
video/item361702/grade2/module305320/collection361822/section3
61773/index.html?source=search-all-all-all-all&source-
keywords=formal

https://central.espresso.co.uk/espresso/primary_uk/subject/module/video/item361702/grade2/module305320/collection361822/section361773/index.html?source=search-all-all-all-all&source-keywords=formal


• Have a look at the persuasive letter.

• Let’s read it together…

• What is the writer trying to persuade the reader to 
do?

• How has he done this? 

• Formal language
• Paragraphs
• Explained why they are writing
• Exaggeration 
• Rhetorical questions 

• Anything else? 



Here are some words we might use lots…

• dig
• explore
• search
•money
• discover
•mysterious

Can we think of some synonyms so we don’t repeat ourselves? 







• Now we are going to have a go at writing an opening 
paragraph together. 

• We need to tell the reader why we are writing…

• Dear Lord Carnarvon,
• I am writing to you about the valley of the 
Kings because I would like to borrow some 
money for Tutankhamen’s tomb. Desperately, 
I need someone to finance the dig, which 
will make history, and I know that you can 
help. As you read this letter, please 
consider that if we discover this tomb we 
could be famous.







• Now it’s your turn to write the opening of your letter



Friday 15th October 2021











We need to extend our persuasive sentences to give 
Carnarvon all of the information that he needs to 
make a decision. Let’s finish these

• Imagine the exhilarating rush of excitement you 
would get from unearthing an Ancient Egyptian 
tomb but...

• Thousands of fascinating artefacts with the 
cartouche of Tutankhamen have been discovered 
yet...

• With your support, I could employ hundreds of 
workers to dig at the site because ....  



With your support, we could discover an 
ancient tomb that other archaeologists have 
failed to discover since I have maps of 
where Tutankhamen’s tomb can be found. 
Can you imagine the excitement of finding 
an undisturbed tomb? Evidence suggests 
that the mysterious Pharaoh is still resting 
in the Valley of the Kings because a number 
of artefacts were found with the cartouche 
of Tutankhamen’s name. 



Using helpers and note sheet have a go at writing your 
own second paragraph



Monday 18th October 2021
LO: to write the closing of a letter



With your partner have a go at finishing 
these sentences



Thank you for taking the time to read my letter and consider 
the reasons for excavating the Valley of the Kings. I truly 
believe that together, we could find the missing king that lies 
somewhere deep in the valley. I would be eternally grateful if 
you could respond to my letter by phone or letter so I know 
whether you are willing to finance the dig.

Yours sincerely,

Howard Carter



Now have a go at writing your own closing 
paragraph.

If you finish check through your paragraph 
from yesterday and today using your green 
pen. 

C- Capital letters
P- Punctuation
S- Spelling
M- Makes sense
V- Vocabulary


