
The next few weeks of literacy are going to be based on the book 

Aquila. 

It is a science fiction text which means it is a type of fantasy 

story that uses science and technology.  

Read chapter 1. 

 

Monday 

LO. To know techniques that create suspense 

1. How does the story make you feel? 

2. Complete the ‘zones of relevance’ activity. 

3. Watch https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p011mxd6 to 

explore techniques that create suspense. 

4. Complete the ‘annotate text’ activity. 

 

Tuesday 

LO. To plan a suspense story 

This is a basic structure for planning a story: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p011mxd6


 
1. Can you plot key points from chapter 1 Aquila on the story 

mountain? 

2. Complete the ‘story mountain’ activity. 

 

Wednesday 

LO. To use descriptive techniques to create suspense 

This is going to be the opening for our stories: 

 

That morning, class 4TF hastily clambered onto the school 
coach, eager to begin their Geography trip to the countryside, 

where they would explore a vast landscape. As they journeyed, 
cars raced past the windows like tiny ants but beyond the road, 
lush fields with thousands of bright white daisies soaked up the 
sun. Intermittently, golden rays peeked through the windows of 
the coach as if someone was shining a flash light. There was 
not a cloud in the sky- it was a crystal blue canopy covering the 

world.  

 

‘Tourist attraction’ read a large, white sign positioned just outside 
an opening to a car park. They had finally reached their 
destination. Despite the teachers asking them to remain seated, 
almost every child excitedly jumped up to get their first glance at 



the surroundings. The humming from the engine stopped but the 
children were far too busy chatting to notice. One by one, the 
class piled off the coach, remembering to thank the driver as they 

went.  

 

Today you need to brainstorm descriptive phrases around the 
‘hole and caves images’ to use in your writing tomorrow e.g.  

 

 
 

 

 
 
 



Thursday/ Friday 

LO. To write a build up 

 

Use the ‘build up helper sheet’ to write the build up for your 
Aquila story e.g.  

 
After a ‘safety talk’, Mrs Thomas gave each pair a map of the 
park and one hour to find specific locations. Ben and Kim 
immediately jetted off towards the woodland area. That was 
when it happened. A loud rumble like passing thunder followed 
by vibrations, so ferocious, stones and pieces of mud jumped 
in the air. Without warning, the leafy ground beneath Ben’s 
feet transformed into a deep, dark hole full of aggressive roots 
and enormous spiders. “Ahhhhhh…” Echoed Ben’s voice as he 
fell deeper and deeper. Falling, screaming, spinning until a 
loud THUMP! “Ben! Can you hear me?” yelled Kim frantically 
while leaning over the edge of the endless pit, desperately 
trying to catch sight of Ben. There was no reply. As panic set 
in, Kim decided the only way to save Ben was jump in the 
ditch after him despite it threatening to swallow her. 

 

Winded, Kim struggled to her feet but she was surrounded by 
darkness. Once her eyes had adjusted, she realised she was 
in an abandoned, underground cave with crumbling walls and 
instantly began to tremble. Flashes of sunlight tried to peek 
through gaps but it was barely enough to see. Everywhere, rock 
stuck out of the walls like knives and the only sound was an 
eerie crunch from her shoes shuffling along the damp, stone 
floor. 

  


