
 

Year 6 Literacy – week starting 11th October                                                                       

Detective Stories – Bug Muldoon  

Monday - Planning Task – Over the next two weeks we are 

going to be writing our own short detective story similar to Bug 

Muldoon that we’ve been reading at school. 

Look at the insect prompt sheet below. You need to start thinking 

about an insect that could be a good detective character, one 

that could be a missing person and one to be a villain. 

Consider what makes each character suited for their role in your story. How 

do they appear? How could you recognise them? What’s their personality 

like? What are their skills?  

Create character profiles for your chosen detective, missing person and 

villain. 

Tuesday - Writing Task – Read the shared model for the opening of a 

detective story below. How is it similar or different to other stories that you 

have read? 

Use this shared model to write your own opening. You need to introduce 

your detective character, explain how he is recognised, what his skills are 

and where you could find him.  

You can magpie ideas from the shared model but remember, DON’T copy 

huge passages. Borrowing phrases or sentence starts is fine but try to 

make them your own! 

Post your work to Seesaw after you have CPSMV it! 

Wednesday - Relative Clauses – In the sentences below, underline 

the following: 

 Main clause (main important part of the sentence) in red. 

 Circle any conjunctions either coordinating or subordinating 

 Underline any subordinate clauses in green 

 

1. The nervous earwig scuttled across the grass and disappeared into 
Dixie’s. 

2. Although Bug knew something wasn’t right, he followed the ants 
into the Nest. 

3. The Garden wasn’t the best neighbourhood but it was home. 
4. Velma settled next to me on the window sill to wait for the ants. 
5. Shaking terribly, Shaky Jake whispered what he knew about the 

ants. 
6. The individualist ants gathered under the shade of the hydrangea 

bush. 
7. I found myself in trouble as I floundered on my back in the cold 

water of the pond. 
8. Clarrisa sang mournfully as the other ants watched on. 
9. Livid, Krag stormed into the royal chamber and yelled commands at 

his guard. 
10. Bug sat sipping his nectar as the grasshopper danced. 

 

We are going to practise adding relative clauses to sentences. These are 

like little interruptions within a sentence that tells us more information about 

a noun. Mrs Johnson used to call them ‘drop ins’. 

Relative clauses always start with a relative pronoun (who, whom, whose, 

which or that) and need to have a comma before the relative pronoun and 

after the interruption has finished. E.g. Shaky Jake, who had recently had 

his sugar fix, wasn’t shaking as much as normal when Bug finally found 

him. 

Thursday - Writing Task – Look at the images of the Garden from a 

bug’s eye view. How would you describe the Garden? Can you think of any 

similes (like a… or as..as), metaphors (where something is something else) 

or some personification (giving nouns human qualities)? 

Write a description of the garden as if you were an insect travelling through 

it. Pick out some of the features you might see and try to include some 

similes, metaphors or personification. 

Friday - Artwork – Create your own artwork of part of the garden from a 

bug’s eye view to illustrate your work from yesterday. You could use 

collage, water colour or just colouring pencils to create your piece of 



artwork. Perhaps you could get creative and take some photos of your own 

garden from a bug’s eye view.  

Monday – Insect Character Prompt Sheet 

Writing a character profile 

Appearance:  

What do they look like? Any distinguishing 

features?  

Personality:  

What kind of person are they? shy, timid, 

dominating  

Reputation:  

What do people say about them? explorer, 

bully 

Location:  

Where do they live in the garden? 

Friendships:  

Is the character liked or disliked? Why? 

 



Tuesday – Detective Story Opening Shared Model 

The name’s Jo, Jo Henderson. I am one of the best 

detectives you will ever find. To be honest I am both 

the best and worst private investigator in this jungle 

of a garden (the others were eaten)! With a dark, 

brown hat pulled firmly over my head and my trusty 

magnifying glass grasped in my hand, you can easily 

recognise me. My distinctive gleaming, red coat with 

black spots, is not only the height of fashion, but 

also serves as a good pair of wings, if I want to 

make a quick exit from a tricky situation. When 

solving a case, I have been described to be, as quick 

as lightning, with the brain of a detective genius, but 

that was my Mum and she is biased. Nothing excites 

me more than a good mystery to solve, as my mind 

elegantly dances over the clues. 

I live in one of the most beautiful places on the 

planet, Mr Brown’s back garden! Every morning I 

wake up to the sounds of squirrels energetically tap 

dancing in the trees and an orchestra of operatic 

robins - who mostly sing in tune. Despite the 

occasional lawn mower and the odd volcanic bonfire, 

the garden is a pretty safe place to live. Well, safe 

for some! It was in fact one of those exquisite, 

golden mornings when I had a visitor… 

Wednesday - Relative Clauses Work 

In the sentences below, underline the following: 

 Main clause (main important part of the sentence) in 
red. 

 Circle any conjunctions either coordinating or 
subordinating 

 Underline any subordinate clauses in green 

 

1. The nervous earwig scuttled across the grass and 
disappeared into Dixie’s. 

2. Although Bug knew something wasn’t right, he 
followed the ants into the Nest. 

3. The Garden wasn’t the best neighbourhood but it 
was home. 

4. Velma settled next to me on the window sill to wait 

for the ants. 
5. Shaking terribly, Shaky Jake whispered what he 

knew about the ants. 
6. The individualist ants gathered under the shade of 

the hydrangea bush. 
7. I found myself in trouble as I floundered on my back 

in the cold water of the pond. 
8. Clarrisa sang mournfully as the other ants watched 

on. 
9. Livid, Krag stormed into the royal chamber and yelled 

commands at his guard. 
10. Bug sat sipping his nectar as the grasshopper 

danced. 

 

 



Thursday – Bug’s eye view of the Garden 

 

   


