
Year 6 Literacy – week starting 18th October                                                                       

Detective Stories – Bug Muldoon  

Monday - Planning Task – Your detective has been caught in 

a terribly dangerous situation! Perhaps he’s been trapped by the 

villain, cornered by the Man’s cat or has gotten stuck in the 

Spider’s web. 

Directors plan action scenes using storyboards when they make 

a movie. Look at the example below and create your own 

storyboard for getting your detective out of the dangerous situation! 

Tuesday – Writing Task – Now you’ve planned your dangerous 

situation and considered how you might get your detective out of it, we 

need to write this exciting action scene! Read the shared model below to 

help you. 

This is meant to be the most exciting part of your story so we shouldn’t 

have lots of conversation between characters or long, fluffy descriptions. 

Now is the time for… 

 Short, snappy sentences 
 Speech ONLY when necessary to move the action along 
 Precise, ambitious language choices to explain exactly what is 

happening. 
 Cliffhanger statements to leave your reader wanting more. 

 

Once you have finished writing your dilemma, proof read it using CPSMV 

and remember to post it on Seesaw so we can see how you got on! 

Wednesday – Improving sentences – We can improve the quality of 

our sentences by adding: 

1) Up level with a powerful verb. 

2) Up level with an adverb.  

3) Up level with an adjective 

4) Up level with a fronted adverbial 

5) Up level with simile, personification and metaphors 

6) Up level with a subordinating conjunction and a range of punctuation 

 

For example: I looked in the garden for Jimmy.  
Could be uplevelled to: 

Under every snarling rock and behind every whispering 
bush, I frantically searched the overgrown garden for 
Jimmy, because without my help his Mother might 
never see him again! 
 

Using numbers 1-6, uplevel and improve these sentences. Write the 
basic sentence out first and then improve it by adding each of the 
elements. 

 

1. I saw Jimmy’s hat by the bonfire. 
2. Sally spider was sitting in her web. 
3. Jimmy was under the burning twigs. 
4. I put water on the bonfire.  
5. I put Sally spider in a wheelbarrow. 
6. We went back to the garden shed. 

7. Jimmy was happy to see his family again, it was nice! 

 

Thursday – Improving sentences part 2 – Sometimes though, the 

more we add to sentences to improve them, actually has the opposite 

effect. If we make sentences to fluffy, long and complicated, it can make 

them very hard to read. 

Read the sentences on the resource below and see if you can cut out and 

trim some of them to make the more effective for your reader. Remember 

to think about your reader! 

Friday - Artwork – Now that we’ve rescued our detective from the 

dangerous situation he or she was in on Monday, we need to resolve and 

end the story. Read the shared model ending below and consider how you 

might end your own story. 

Imagine your story was turned into a book like Bug Muldoon and the 

Garden of Fear. Design a front cover for your own story but remember not 

to give away too much to the reader!  



Monday – Storyboard action plan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday – Detective Story Dilemma Shared Model 

Darkness was falling, casting long black shadows 

throughout the Garden and under the trampoline it was 

darker than most. As I searched for any sign of Jimmy, 

I felt my antennae start to twitch. Someone was watching 

me!  

It all happened so suddenly. Out of the corner of my eye, 

I saw a pair of bright yellow eyes, glowing in the dark 

like luminous nightlights. The cat! I dared not move a 

muscle. Looking around me slowly, I saw an upturned 

plant pot not far away. Could I reach it before the cat 

reached me? I didn’t feel like being a cat’s supper today!  

The eyes got steadily closer. The thing was stalking me like 

the trained killer it was. I decided to risk it. I darted to 

the right, a faint to trick the cat. It worked. The cat 

pounced to the right, just as I dived to the left and ran 

for all I was worth.  

I could see the dark abyss of the inside of the plant pot 

just ahead of me. I was nearly there! It didn’t take long 

for the cat to realise my trick and it raced after me. I 

could almost feel each padded paw as it thumped the 

ground. It’s breath was on my neck. I threw myself into 

the plant pot and was followed by a clawed paw. I was 

safe (at least for now!).  

“Who’s that?” a shaky, little voice greeted me. 



“The name’s Jo, Jo Henderson. Private Investigator.” I 

managed, gasping for breath. “And you are?” 

“My name’s Jimmy and I wish I’d never left my flowerbed 

next to the house.” 

He was sobbing. Clearly, he’d had a rough day! But at 

least I had found him. 

All of a sudden, the plant pot was thrown sideways as 

the cat pawed it aside. I rolled to one side to avoid the 

claws, but Jimmy was too slow. The cat picked him up in 

his razor sharp jaws and disappeared into the darkness… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday – Improving sentences Part 1 

We can improve the quality of our sentences by adding: 

1) Up level with a powerful verb. 

2) Up level with an adverb.  

3) Up level with an adjective 

4) Up level with a fronted adverbial 

5) Up level with simile, personification and metaphors 

6) Up level with a subordinating conjunction and a range of 

punctuation 

For example: I looked in the garden for Jimmy.  
Could be uplevelled to: 

Under every snarling rock and behind every 
whispering bush, I frantically searched the overgrown 
garden for Jimmy, because without my help his 
Mother might never see him again! 
 

Using numbers 1-6, uplevel and improve these sentences. Write the 
basic sentence out first and then improve it by adding each of the 
elements. 

 

1. I saw Jimmy’s hat by the bonfire. 
2. Sally spider was sitting in her web. 
3. Jimmy was under the burning twigs. 
4. I put water on the bonfire.  
5. I put Sally spider in a wheelbarrow. 
6. We went back to the garden shed. 
7. Jimmy was happy to see his family again, it was nice! 

 

 

 



Thursday – Improving Sentences Part 2 

A few hours later, the yellow, golden, shimmering sun, 
which was as hot as an oven, danced frantically in the 

baby blue sky, while the delicate breeze tiptoed in the 
garden. 

Out of the corner of my eye, I glimpsed the red, 

crumpled, crushed hat of Jimmy, resting daintily by the 
bonfire, which was an exploding volcano of ruby, 
cascading flames, whose heat placed fear in my heart. 

Silently, high up in the colossal, enormous wooden 
giants, which were as tall as a sky scrapper and as 
wide as an ocean, Sally spider, a venomous creature, 

was gently crouched in her web of mystery, while she 
was waiting for her delicious charcoaled cooked dinner  
 
 

Anxiety and fear, sprinkled with a handful of tears, 
filled my mind when I spied Jimmy, the poor wretched 
creature I had been seeking, nestled under the flaming, 

blazing tornado of burning wooden fingers piled high at 
the side of the garden. 
 
  

From the leaf covered side of the path, I heroically 
grasped firmly in my tiny, miniscule hand, an ancient 
rusty watering can, filled to the brim with freezing cold 

water, and with a moment’s hesitation, quickly threw it 
onto the bonfire of terror. 
 
 

Swiftly, I grasped Sally spider and threw her, with all 
the skill and agility of a rather handsome, yet modest 
Olympic javelin thrower, into the dark, damp, dreadful 

compost, which filled the wheelbarrow. She could 
certainly, taste my total, utter, complete disgust in more 
ways than one!  
 

 

Within seconds of the, dare I say it, outstanding, 
courageous and quite frankly tremendous rescue, Jimmy 

and I scurried and at times scampered frantically, as we 
made our journey of victory back to the shed. In 
honour of triumphant return the trees waved, the flowers 

danced and the sun giggled as we approached the safety 
of the wooden palace. 
 
 

Having been swiftly reunited with his treasured and 
cherished family, Jimmy was overcome with a waterfall 
of joy which flooded and gently covered his face. All 

around the delightful, delicious aroma of happiness 
wafted gracefully around the Garden of Fear. While one 
adventure had reached its triumphant finale another nail 
biting, sinister mystery was about to begin…..  
 

 


