
Year 3 Literacy Home Learning – The Lion King (3-week unit) 

Week 1  

 

Day 1 

LO: To write simple, compound and complex 

sentences 

Watch this video - 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z4m8r2p 

 

A clause is a group of words. Sentences are made up of clauses. 

 A simple sentence has just one clause; 

 A compound sentence joins simple clauses together, using coordinating 
conjunctions like and, but or so; 

 A complex sentence joins clauses together using subordinating conjunctions, e.g. 
if, since, as, when and although. 

 

You are going to be using the words/phrases in the tables below to help you with 

your tasks today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nouns 

Simba Nala 

Mufasa Zazu 

The Hyenas The pride 

The Elephants The Giraffes 

Scar The flamingos 

Gazelles  Cubs 

Nouns 

Elephant’s 
Graveyard 

Pride Rock 

the river the savannah 

the plains the grassland 

the cliff the jungle 

Verbs 

crept walked 

shivered flew 

waded grazed 

lumbered followed 

lounged slept 

drank reached 

leapt rose 

watched waited 

Coordinating conjunctions 

for and nor  

but or yet so 

Subordinating conjunctions 

if before 

since until 

as because 

when as if 

although even if 

while even though 

after so that 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z4m8r2p


Task 1 – Write three simple sentences using the above words/phrases, e.g. Nala 

followed Simba. Underline the verbs in your sentences. 

 

Watch this video on prepositions - 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/zw38srd. Prepositions tell us 

where or when something is in relation to something else, e.g. towards, beside, 

over, under, next to etc. Add some prepositions to your simple sentences, e.g. 

Simba crept through the Elephant’s Graveyard.  

 

Task 2 – Write three compound sentences using the above words/phrases, e.g. 

Simba crept through the Elephant’s graveyard and Nala hid under a rock. Underline 

the coordinating conjunctions in your sentences.  

 

Task 3 – Write three complex sentences using the above words/phrases, e.g. Simba 

crept into the Elephant’s Graveyard because he wanted to show how brave he was. 

 

Day 2 

LO: To use a thesaurus to explore synonyms 

 

Watch the clip of this sunrise- 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3RE7uC8QXjY 

How does the use of colours and music enhance 

the setting?  

 

Some of the colours that can be seen are red, orange and yellow. If we were 

describing this sunrise, we would want to use more interesting language to describe 

the colours. A thesaurus helps us find synonyms, which are other words/phrases 

that mean something similar. Find out more about synonyms here- 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcc2gdm/articles/zsn3msg 

 

Task 1 – Can you think of synonyms for red, orange and yellow? E.g. a synonym 

for red would be ‘ruby’.  

Task 2 – practise writing some descriptive sentences about the colour of the sunrise. 

Challenge yourself to use similes, e.g. ‘as red as sparkling rubies’. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/zw38srd
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3RE7uC8QXjY
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcc2gdm/articles/zsn3msg


Art opportunity – draw/paint/watercolour the sunrise. You could include 

the black silhouettes of the animals and trees in the savannah. Your 

artwork can be use to inspire your writing on Day 4. 

 

Day 3  

LO: To explore expanded noun phrases 

 

Watch the video on expanded noun phrases- 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/z3nfw6f 

 

Here is a simple sentence: ‘The grey elephant lifted his trunk.’  

How could you improve this sentence? Think back to Day 1 on 

simple, compound and complex sentences. Could you add another 

adjective or an adverb? There is already an adjective in this 

sentence (grey), making it an expanded noun phrase. 

 

Note: An adjective describes a noun and an adverb describes a verb. The nouns in 

this sentence are, ‘elephant’ and ‘trunk’, and the verb is ‘lifted’. 

 

A more interesting sentence might be something like, ‘The grey elephant, with the 

huge, round ears, gracefully lifted his trunk.’  

 

adjectives adverb 

 

Here is another sentence: ‘As the golden sun rose over the sleepy savannah, the 

pink flamingos with their long, thin legs waded across the sparkling river.’  

Can you pick out the adjectives? Did you notice the verb (waded) and prepositions 

(over and across)?  

 

We can use adverbials of manner, place and time as sentence starters to add more 

detail. In this sentence the fronted adverbial is, ‘As the golden sun rose over the 

sleepy savannah,…’ Remember that a comma comes after fronted adverbials. 

  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/z3nfw6f


Task – Add more description to the following sentences, thinking about adjectives, 

adverbs/adverbials and prepositions.  

(1)    The lions lay on the rocky shelf. 

(2) The parrot flew over the savannah. 

(3) The flamingos stood looking at the rising sun. 

 

Challenge – Can you create any lovely descriptive sentences of your own? You 

could join sentences together using conjunctions (Day 1). 

 

Day 4 

LO: To create an effective setting description 

 

You are going to use everything you have learnt 

so far to create an effective setting description 

about the sunrise scene.  

Watch the sunrise clip again and jot down any 

descriptive words/phrases that you think of – 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3RE7uC8QXjY 

 

Draft and write your setting description. Look back at your synonyms and any 

artwork from Day 2 to inspire you! 

 

e.g. The world was silent as the savannah slept. Gradually, the sky started to turn 

from a dark foreboding black to shades of red as the sun slowly moved into view. 

All of a sudden, a sliver of gold appeared over the horizon. The sky shimmered in 

reply. The savannah had awoken. Slowly, drowsy animals began to wake. Quiet, 

grey elephants lifted their trunks high as if waving good morning to the sun. Tall, 

majestic giraffes shielding their eyes from the golden light continued their trek 

towards Pride Rock. As the sun rose higher in the sky, the sleepy flamingos with 

their long, thin legs waded across the winding river that sparkled like it was 

encrusted with jewels. Finally, the savannah in all its natural beauty was awake. 

 

Extension – Edit your work using CPSMV (Capital letters; punctuation; 

spellings, does it make sense?; and vocabulary). If you did not have 

any artwork from Day 2, you could draw/paint a picture of the sunrise 

to accompany your writing.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3RE7uC8QXjY


Day 5 

LO: To write a setting description to create 

atmosphere 

Watch this clip of the Elephant Graveyard- 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ij-vIh3gBPw 

How does this compare to the sunrise scene? How 

do the colours, mood and characters enhance the 

setting? What effects do these have on the person 

watching the film?  

 

Look at the PowerPoint resource to help you compare different settings from the 

film. What differences can you spot?  

 

You are going to use the same writing techniques that you used in Day 4 for the 

sunrise scene, only this time you are conveying a very different atmosphere. The 

mood is dark and uncertain, with both Simba and Nala being afraid. Read the 

example setting description below: 

e.g. The mist curled in finger-like tendrils around the ghostly shapes of the elephant 

bones as Simba and Nala drew closer. The dark, grey sky gave the whole place a 

lifeless (dead or empty) feel. There were no sounds other than the cub’s paws as 

they tiptoed over the rocks. A cold breeze seemed to chill them to their bones yet 

they continued into the fog. As they got closer, a dark shape loomed out of the 

mist with gaping black holes where there once had been eyes. The sharp points of 

the gigantic tusks towered over them, which made them feel extremely small. “I 

don’t think we should be here,” whispered Nala, frightened. A sudden jet of steam 

shot out of a geezer by Simba’s paw, making both cubs leap in fright. Breathing 

heavily, they went on not noticing that they were being followed. Still, the mist 

curled around them and encouraged them on. 

 

Watch the clip again and jot down any good adjectives that you could use in your 

writing. Feel free to magpie and words/phrases that you like from the example 

setting description above and from the word bank below: 

 

 

 

Extension – Edit your setting description using CPSMV (see Day 4).  

grey   black   dreary   scary   gloomy  dusky  murky    dark    misty    

sharp    long   large   huge  shadow   rocks   bones    skull     tusks      

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ij-vIh3gBPw

