
Year 3 Literacy Home Learning – The Lion King (3-week unit)  

We took a little longer on our Literacy last week, so these are the lessons that we 

are going through this week. 

 

Day 1 

   

  

Are there any tricky words that you need to clarify with your trusted adult? E.g. 

What does ‘tragedy’ mean?  

LO: To explore the language in Scar’s speech   

Watch the clip of Scar’s speech about Mufasa’s death -   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2IHU5yCGzK c   

  

Mufasa's death was a terrible tragedy; but  
to lose Simba, who had barely begun to  
live... For me it is a deep personal loss.  
So it is with a he avy heart that I assume  
the throne. Yet, out of the ashes of this  

tragedy, we shall rise to greet the dawning  
of a new era... in which lion and hyena  
come together, in a great and glorious  

future!   
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2IHU5yCGzKc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2IHU5yCGzKc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2IHU5yCGzKc


  

Task 1 – Highlight any parts of Scar’s speech that you find particularly powerful. 

Why might he have used these words/phrases?  

  

Watch the clip again and consider Scar’s tone of voice, expressions and movement. 

How do you think the lions felt? Did the hyenas feel the same way?  

  

Task 2 – Practise reading Scar’s speech in your best performance voice!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 2   

LO: To explore synonyms within emotive language  

  

Recap from Lion King Week 1 – What are synonyms?   

Synonyms are words/phrases that mean the same as, or 

similar to, other words/phrases. For example, synonyms 

for ‘Big’ include ‘Huge’ and ‘Colossal’. Remember that a 

thesaurus can help us find synonyms.  

  

Watch the clip of the canyon from Simba discovering Mufasa’s body- 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=84Irg8xn4bg   

Note down what Simba might be thinking and feeling.  

  

Task 1 – ‘Sad’ is an emotion that you may have written down. How many synonyms can 

you think of for ‘Sad’? Try to think of some yourself, but you can use a thesaurus/adult to 

help you.  

  

Task 2 – Look at the synonyms you have created for ‘Sad’. You may have noted down 

words like ‘Upset’ and ‘Devastated’. If you had to put these in order of how sad someone 

might be, which would come first? Which might mean only a little bit sad? Which might 

mean very sad?  

  

Task 3 – Repeat the activities in Task 1 and Task 2 for the words: angry, worried, 

scared, and guilty.   

  

Optional writing challenge: Using all of the emotions/synonyms you have thought 

of, write a voice-over for the scene where Simba finds Mufasa’s body, e.g. Scared 

and confused, Simba slowly crept towards Mufasa’s lifeless body. Tears tumbling 

down his cheeks, Simba…  

Day 3  

LO: To write in role  

Think back to the clip from Day 1, where Scar assumes 

the position of leader after Mufasa’s death - 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2IHU5yCGzKc  

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=84Irg8xn4bg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=84Irg8xn4bg
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Using the speaking frame below, you are going to write an apology letter to the Pride, 

from Simba. As you are pretending to be Simba, you will be writing in the 1st person 

and using language like ‘I’ and ‘My’:  

  

My heart is…  I can’t believe …  Stunned …  

In a flash…  I need to apologise …  Grief-stricken, …   

It is truly devastating 

that …  

My deepest regrets lie with  

…  

Before I knew what had 

happened …  

Although…  Paralysed with fear …  Please forgive me …  

The real truth is …  Desperately…  
Though it breaks my heart 

to say, …  

  

Task – Write an apology letter to the Pride, writing in role as Simba. Make sure it 

is written in the 1st person, has good sentence starters, conjunctions etc.  

  

Day 4  

LO: To extend sentences using conjunctions   

Conjunctions are joining words that link together parts of a sentence. Coordinating 

conjunctions appear in compound sentences, whilst subordinating conjunctions appear 

in complex sentences. For more information, see learning from Lion King Week 1 (Day  

1) – http://www.pixmore.herts.sch.uk/images/Year_3_Lion_King_Literacy_Week_1.pdf  

http://www.pixmore.herts.sch.uk/images/Year_3_Lion_King_Literacy_Week_1.pdf
http://www.pixmore.herts.sch.uk/images/Year_3_Lion_King_Literacy_Week_1.pdf
http://www.pixmore.herts.sch.uk/images/Year_3_Lion_King_Literacy_Week_1.pdf


   
  

Task – Finish the sentences below, using either coordinating or subordinating 

conjunctions:  

  

Scar set his plan in motion…  

The hyenas chased the buffalo…  



Zazu warned Mufasa…  

Simba ran away…  

Maliciously, Scar let go…  

Grief-stricken, Simba waited in the canyon…  

The small cub was sad and alone…  

Mourning for Mufasa, the lionesses bowed their heads…  

Scar became King of Pride Rock…  

  

Challenge 1 – Can you use a subordinating conjunction at the beginning of a 

sentence? E.g. Although Scar became King of Pride Rock, the Pride did not accept 

him as ruler.  

  

Challenge 2 – Can you create a few compound/complex sentences by yourself?   

Day 5   

LO: To explore two sides of a debate   

Watch the clip from where Simba is lying on the desert floor and is discovered by  

Timon and Pumbaa – https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MH8K_OUxwc4   

Watch the clip again and look carefully at Timon and Pumbaa’s reaction to finding a 

lion cub. What do you think your character is thinking and feeling?  

  

In this scene, Timon and Pumbaa are trying to decide whether to help the lion cub or 

leave him. Pumbaa wants to keep him, so he is ‘for’, whereas Timon is scared of 

him, so he is ‘against’.   

 
  

Task 1 – Jot down some of the things that Pumbaa might be thinking. Remember 

that he wants to keep him!   

  

  

  

  vs   

  

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MH8K_OUxwc4
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Task 2 – Jot down some of the things that Timon might be thinking. Remember 

that he does not want to keep him!   

  

LO: To write in role  

Read the example argument below. Can you guess who wrote it? Was it Pumbaa or 

Timon, and how do you know?  

  

Have you gone completely mad? There is no way we can keep him! I mean, just 

look at the size of those paws. They could squash us like ants! What happens when 

he gets even bigger? He’s probably going to eat you first and then use my body as 

a toothpick!   

  

If you said it was written by Timon, you’re correct! Did you notice that questions 

were used to try and make Pumbaa re-think his decision, e.g. “What happens when 

he gets even bigger?”  

  

Task – Write in role as either Pumbaa or Timon, arguing 

for/against keeping the lion cub (depending on who you 

are).  

  

Some must-haves for this piece of work include:  

• Writing in the 1st person;  

• Using persuasive language and reasons to back up your argument;  

Accurate punctuation.  

  

If your argument is long, you might want to challenge yourself to include 

paragraphs!  

  


