
Year 3 Literacy Home Learning – The Lion King (3-week unit) 

Week 2  

 

Day 1  

LO: To write a setting description to create atmosphere 

Watch this clip of the Elephant Graveyard- 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ij-vIh3gBPw How 
does this compare to the sunrise scene? How do the 

colours, mood and characters enhance the setting? 
What effects do these have on the person watching 
the film?  

 

Look at the PowerPoint resource to help you compare different settings from the 

film. What differences can you spot?  

 

You are going to use the same writing techniques that you used in Week 1 for the 
sunrise scene, only this time you are conveying a very different atmosphere. The 

mood is dark and uncertain, with both Simba and Nala being afraid. Read the 
example setting description below: 

e.g. The mist curled in finger-like tendrils around the ghostly shapes of the elephant 
bones as Simba and Nala drew closer. The dark, grey sky gave the whole place a 

lifeless (dead or empty) feel. There were no sounds other than the cub’s paws as 
they tiptoed over the rocks. A cold breeze seemed to chill them to their bones yet 
they continued into the fog. As they got closer, a dark shape loomed out of the 
mist with gaping black holes where there once had been eyes. The sharp points of 
the gigantic tusks towered over them, which made them feel extremely small. “I 
don’t think we should be here,” whispered Nala, frightened. A sudden jet of steam 

shot out of a geezer by Simba’s paw, making both cubs leap in fright. Breathing 
heavily, they went on not noticing that they were being followed. Still, the mist 
curled around them and encouraged them on. 

 

Watch the clip again and jot down any good adjectives that you could use in your 
writing. Feel free to magpie any words/phrases that you like from the example 
setting description above and from the word bank below: 

 

 

 

Extension – Edit your setting description using CPSMV (see Day 4 of this week).  

grey   black   dreary   scary   gloomy  dusky  murky    dark    misty    

sharp    long   large   huge  shadow   rocks   bones    skull     tusks      

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ij-vIh3gBPw


Day 2 

LO: To recount a sequence of events 

Watch the Elephant’s Graveyard scene from the end of ‘Can’t wait to be King’ to 
being rescued by Mufasa. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RRY04-Fg0aI&t=1s 

 

In the next session (Day 3), you are going to be writing a recount of 

the Graveyard scene in the first person, pretending to be Nala. To prepare 

for this, we need to look at the sequence of events in the scene. 

 

Task 1 – Can you orally recount the events in the Graveyard scene? What happened 

at the beginning, what were the events in the middle and what happened at the 

end?  

 

Task 2 – Look at the pictures below and put them in the correct order.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Task 3 – Pretending to be Nala, can you write a sentence next to each picture, 

explaining what was happening and how you were feeling? 

Note: As you are pretending to be Nala, you will need to write in the first person 

and use words such as ‘I’ and ‘my’ – https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zt3nvcw 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RRY04-Fg0aI&t=1s
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zt3nvcw


Use the speaking frame below to help you write your sentences, as Nala, in the 

first person: 

 

Day 3  

LO: To write a personal recount 

 

You are going to build on your learning from Day 2 and use the 
writing techniques from Week 1 (e.g. simple, compound, complex 
sentences and expanded noun phrases) to write a recount of the 
Graveyard scene. You will be writing in the first person (using words 
like ‘I’ and ‘my’), pretending to be Nala.  

 

Look back at the sequence of events and speaking frame from Day 2, and read the 

model example below: 

 

It was terrifying! After escaping from Zazu, Simba and I continued on until we 

came to a shadowy, dark place. All around us mist curled and large, looming 

skeletons rose above our heads. Heart thumping, we walked into the mist. The 

silence was deafening. Without warning, a jet of steam shot out of a geyser next 

to my foot. We both jumped. I had a bad feeling about the place and I wanted to 

turn back – but I didn’t want to let Simba see that I was scared. Just then, Zazu 

appeared and started to tell us off for disobeying Mufasa and putting ourselves in 

danger. We should have listened. Simba made fun of me and Zazu for being 

scared and said that he “laughed in the face of danger!”. There was no noise at 

all, only the thumping of my heart inside my ribcage. Unfortunately for us, we 

weren’t alone. Simba laughed out loud. To my horror his laughter was echoed by 

three cackling voices. Out of the corner of my eye, I could see three shadowy 

shapes moving straight towards us screeching like madmen. Breathing heavily, Simba 

The fact is… 
Breathing 

heavily… 
Unfortunately, … 

Shaking with 

fear, … 

Anxiously … 
Fearing for my 

life, … 
Heart thumping, … 

Without warning, 

… 

To my horror… Petrified… Seconds later… 

Out of the 

corner of my 

eye, … 

Desperately… After that… At that moment… 
As quick as a 

flash, … 



and I huddled together, shaking with fright. Caught! Three large spotted hyenas 

with drool dripping from their open mouths came towards us. As quick as a flash 

they were upon us, threatening to eat us. We tried to run, and we nearly got 

away, but Zazu had disappeared so we went back to find him. The hyenas saw us 

and chased until eventually we realised we were cornered. At that moment, Simba 

tried to scare the hyenas with his roar. As he opened his mouth, a deafening 

sound drowned his small roar out. In a split second, the mighty shape of Mufasa 

leapt out of the darkness and attacked the hyenas. Without a second’s hesitation, 

they turned and ran for their lives. Then Mufasa turned to us, looking at Simba 

with anger and disappointment. Simba desperately wanted to be brave in his father’s 

eyes but the fact is we shouldn’t have disobeyed his order not to go. 

Yr3/4 spelling words  Conjunctions   Sentence starters (fronted adverbials)     

Simple sentences 

 

Note: Do not mention ‘Nala’ at any point because you are Nala! 

 

Day 4 

LO: To edit and improve a piece of writing 

 

Using a polishing pen, use CPSMV to edit your recount: 

Capital letters – Are there any capital letters you have forgotten to add in? 

Punctuation – e.g. full stops, commas, question marks and speech marks. 

Spellings – Correct any spelling mistakes. 

Make sense? – Check that your writing makes sense. 

Vocabulary – Are there any more ambitious words you could use? e.g. ‘colossal’ 

instead of ‘big’? You could use a thesaurus to help you find synonyms! 

 

Double check that you have written in the first person (I, my etc.) throughout your 

recount. You should not have mentioned ‘Nala’ at any point because you are Nala! 

 

Day 5 

LO: To explore character depiction in a film 

Look at end of elephant’s graveyard scene again, from Mufasa appearing to him 

walking away with Simba- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ij-vIh3gBPw 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ij-vIh3gBPw


What do you think of Mufasa? Note down some key words to describe his 

personality. Who is shown at the end of the clip? It’s Mufasa’s brother – Scar.  

 

Watch this clip of Mufasa and Scar - 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=US3Z0o6DVgg  

 

What difference is there in their appearances and personalities? Why do you think 

this is?  

 

Task 1 – Using mind maps (like the ones below), use adjectives to describe how 

each character is depicted in the film. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=US3Z0o6DVgg


Task 2 – Using comparative conjunctions and adverbials (like the ones below), write 

a few sentences comparing Mufasa and Scar. 

e.g.  

Mufasa’s fur is bright in colour, whereas Scar’s is much darker.  

Mufasa is protective over Simba but Scar wants to harm him. 

Scar is friendly with the hyenas but Mufasa sees them as enemies and dangerous 

company for his son.  

Note: We are focusing on differences between the two characters, but feel free to 

note down any similarities if you can think of any! 

 

 

 

 

 

 


