
Year 5 Literacy – week starting 22nd November                                                                       

Balanced Argument – Should Oliver join Fagin’s Gang?  

Monday – Reading assessment – On the school website under home 

learning, please find a Reading assessment that we’d like you to complete. 

It should take you no more than 1 hour. The answers are also there as a 

document so you can mark your own work. 

Tuesday – Guided Reading Task – Read the extract from the 

original text below. Highlight or underline any vocabulary that you 

would like to clarify. 

Clarify – using the RAG sheet, sort the words you highlighted into words 

you don’t know, words you can guess and words you definitely understand. 

Using a dictionary, look up the words that you have sorted into your red 

column (words you don’t understand). 

Question – answer the following questions about the text: 

 Why do you think Fagin calls Oliver’s name before he gets his 
box of treasures out? 

 Find 2 pieces of evidence in the text that suggest Fagin is 
acting suspicious. 

 ‘His eyes glistened as he raised the lid, and looked in.’ what does 
this description suggest about Fagin? 

 How does Fagin react when he realises Oliver is awake? Why 
do you think he reacts this way? 

 
Summarise – can you write 3-4 sentences to summarise what you have 

read in this extract. Try to include as much information as you can in those 

3-4 sentences. 

Wednesday – Context Task – Over the next 2 weeks we are going to 

write a balanced argument about whether Oliver should join Fagin’s gang 

of young thieves or not. 

Watch the clip: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VogHwP0C5VY&list=RDVogHwP0C5V

Y&start_radio=1  

What reasons can you think of for why Oliver should join the gang? Write 

down as many as you can think of. 

What reasons can you think of for why he shouldn’t join? Write down as 

many as you can think of. 

Thursday – Complex Sentences Task – Read through the powerpoint 

slides below on how we build complex sentences using subordinate 

conjunctions. 

Today we are going to try and use some formal sentence openers to help 

us draft some sentences we could use in our balanced argument next 

week. 

Using the reasons you thought of yesterday for why Oliver should join the 

gang, follow the steps below using the sentence openers in the resources. 

Write down all of the sentences that you make as this will help you next 

week when we come to write. 

Steps to success: 

 Add an appropriate sentence opener 

 Add a conjunction 

 Write another clause to extend the sentence  

Alter the vocabulary  

 C.P.S.M - Check the punctuation 

 C.P.S.M - Read the sentence aloud to check it 

makes sense  
CPSMV when you’re done and upload to Seesaw. 
 
Friday – Complex Sentence Building Task – Today we are going to 

repeat the activity we did yesterday but this time for reasons why Oliver 

should not join the gang. Remember to write down all of your sentences as 

this will really help you next week. 

CPSMV when you’re done and upload to Seesaw. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VogHwP0C5VY&list=RDVogHwP0C5VY&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VogHwP0C5VY&list=RDVogHwP0C5VY&start_radio=1


Tuesday – Guided Reading Text extract 

It was late next morning when Oliver awoke, from a sound, long sleep. 

There was no other person in the room but the old man, who was 

boiling some coffee in a saucepan for breakfast, and whistling softly to 

himself as he stirred it round and round, with an iron spoon. He would 

stop every now and then to listen when there was the least noise below: 

and when he had satisfied himself, he would go on whistling and 

stirring again, as before. 

Although Oliver had roused himself from sleep, he was not 

thoroughly awake. There is a drowsy state, between sleeping and 

waking, when you dream more in five minutes with your eyes half 

open, and yourself half conscious of everything that is passing around 

you, than you would in five nights with your eyes fast closed, and your 

senses wrapt in perfect unconsciousness. At such time, a mortal knows 

just enough of what his mind is doing, to form some glimmering 

conception of its mighty powers, its bounding from earth and spurning 

time and space, when freed from the restraint of its corporeal 

associate. 

Oliver was precisely in this condition. He saw the old gentleman 

with his half-closed eyes; heard his low whistling; and recognised the 

sound of the spoon grating against the saucepan’s sides: and yet the 

self-same senses were mentally engaged, at the same time, in busy 

action with almost everybody he had ever known. 

When the coffee was done, the old man, who had been called 

Fagin by the boys, drew the saucepan to the hob. Standing, then in an 

irresolute attitude for a few minutes, as if he did not well know how to 

employ himself, he turned round and looked at Oliver, and called him 

by his name. He did not answer, and was to all appearances asleep. 

After satisfying himself upon this head, Fagin stepped gently to 

the door: which he fastened. He then drew forth: as it seemed to 

Oliver, from some trap in the floor: a small box, which he placed 

carefully on the table. His eyes glistened as he raised the lid, and 

looked in. Dragging an old chair to the table, he sat down; and took 

from it a magnificent gold watch, sparkling with jewels. 

‘Aha!’ said Fagin, shrugging up his shoulders, and distorting every 

feature with a hideous grin. ‘Clever dogs! Clever dogs! Staunch to the 

last! Never told the old parson where they were. Never poached upon 

old Fagin! And why should they? It wouldn’t have loosened the knot, 

or kept the drop up, a minute longer. No, no, no! Fine fellows! Fine 

fellows!’ 

With these, and other muttered reflections of the like nature, he 

once more deposited the watch in its place of safety. At least half a 

dozen more were severally drawn forth from the same box, and 

surveyed with equal pleasure; besides rings, brooches, bracelet, and 

other articles of jewellery, of such magnificent materials, and costly 

workmanship, that Oliver had no idea, even of their names. 

Having replaced these trinkets, the man took out another: so 

small that it lay in the palm of his hand. There seemed to be some very 

minute inscription on it; for he laid it flat upon the table, and shading 

it with his hand, pored over it, long and earnestly. At length he put it 

down, as if despairing of success; and, leaning back in his chair, 

muttered: 

‘What a fine thing capital punishment is! Dead men never repent; 

dead men never bring awkward stories to light. Ah, it’s a fine thing for 

the trade! Five of ’em strung up in a row, and none left to play booty, 

or turn white-livered!’ 



As he uttered these words, his bright dark eyes, which had been 

staring vacantly before him, fell on Oliver’s face; the boy’s eyes were 

fixed on his in mute curiosity; and although the recognition was only 

for an instant — for the briefest space of time that can possibly be 

conceived — it was enough to show the old man that he had been 

observed. 

He closed the lid of the box with a loud crash; and, laying his hand 

on a bread knife which was on the table, started furiously up. He 

trembled very much though; for, even in his terror, Oliver could see 

that the knife quivered in the air. 

 

RAG rating sheet 

Green 
Words that I 
understand 
the meaning 
of from the 

text. 

Amber 
Words that I 
can work out 
the meaning of 
by the context 
(sentence, 
paragraph) 

Red 
Words that I 
can’t work out 
the meaning 
of and need 
to look up 

Lightbulb 
Moment 

 
A word, phrase or 
sentence that really 

inspired you. 

 
 
 

 
 

   

 

 

 

Thursday & Friday – Sentence openers 

Formal Sentence 
Openers… 

Subordinate 
conjunctions… 

Firstly,… 
In addition,… 
Moreover,… 
Furthermore,… 
It is clear that… 
Needless to say… 
Consider… 
Despite the fact that… 
Although… 
Undoubtedly,… 
Without a doubt… 
It is obvious that… 
No one can deny that… 
 

after 
although 
as 
because 
before 
even if 
even though 
if 
in order that 
once 
since 
though 
until 
unless 
when 
whenever 
while 

yet 

Steps to success: 

 Add an appropriate sentence opener 

 Add a conjunction 

 Write another clause to extend the sentence  

Alter the vocabulary  

 C.P.S.M - Check the punctuation 

 C.P.S.M - Read the sentence aloud to check it 

makes sense 


