
Year 5 Literacy – week starting 29th November                                                                       

Balanced Argument – Should Oliver join Fagin’s Gang?  

Monday – Writing Task – This week we are going to start writing our 

balanced argument about whether Oliver should join Fagin’s gang or not.  

Read the shared model introduction (notice that it is written in 3rd person 

about Oliver). Your introduction needs to explain what life was like for 

orphans in the Victorian period and what kind of life faced Oliver alone in 

London. It also needs to include his possible choices: to join Fagin’s gang 

or not. 

Use the shared model to write your own introduction to the argument. 

CPSMV when you’re done and upload to Seesaw. 

 

Tuesday – Writing Task – Today we need to write the argument (in 3rd 

person) for Oliver joining Fagin’s gang. Look back at your ideas and 

reasons from last week (look at the ideas in the resources if you don’t have 

your work from last week to hand). 

Using the sentence starters, write your argument for Oliver joining the 

gang. Remember to explain your reasons, don’t just list them or copy out 

the sentences. Remember you are trying to persuade Oliver to join the 

gang. 

CPSMV when you’re done and upload to Seesaw. 

 

Wednesday – Writing Task – Today we need to write the argument (in 

3rd person) for Oliver NOT joining Fagin’s gang. Look back at your ideas 

and reasons from last week (look at the ideas in the resources if you don’t 

have your work from last week to hand). 

Using the sentence starters, write your argument for Oliver NOT joining the 

gang. Remember to explain your reasons, don’t just list them or copy out 

the sentences. Remember you are trying to persuade Oliver not to join the 

gang. 

CPSMV when you’re done and upload to Seesaw. 

 

Thursday – Writing Task – Today we need to write the conclusion to 

our argument. 

Read the shared model in the resources below to see how I have 

summarised both sides of the argument and then given my judgement on 

what Oliver should do. 

Use this shared model to write your own conclusion to the argument. Make 

sure you give a good reason why you think he should or shouldn’t join. 

CPSMV when you’re done and upload to Seesaw. 
 
Friday – Online Revision Task – You’ve done a lot of writing this week so 

you can use this session to either: 

 Catch up and make sure your argument is complete, proof-read and 
uploaded onto Seesaw. 

 Have a go at some Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling games on 
the weblink: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zv48q6f 

BBC Website - Have a go at some of the specific games on the website 

and then you can try your hand at the Grammar game Crystal Explorers. 

 

    

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zv48q6f


Monday – Introduction Shared Model 

 

The life of a workhouse child in Victorian 

times was undoubtedly a miserable one. For 

Oliver Twist the workhouse was neither a 

pleasant place nor one filled with happy 

memories. The lure of Fagin’s gang with its 

laughter and sizzling sausages was indeed 

appealing. However a life of crime and the 

prospect of potential rejection from the gang 

was equally an undesirable situation into 

which to be placed. It is vital to consider the 

dilemma, which Oliver faced when he decided 

whether or not to become a member of 

Fagin’s notorious gang. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday – Reasons for Oliver joining Fagin’s gang 

 

 Oliver would have a home 

 He would have other boys and Fagin who could be 
like his family 

 He would be fed better food like sausages 

 He has a chance of maybe finding his own family 

 He will be treated better than in the workhouse 

 

Sentence Starters and Subordinate Conjunctions 

Formal Sentence 
Openers… 

Subordinate 
conjunctions… 

Firstly,… 
In addition,… 
Moreover,… 
Furthermore,… 
It is clear that… 
Needless to say… 
Consider… 
Despite the fact that… 
Although… 
Undoubtedly,… 
Without a doubt… 
It is obvious that… 
No one can deny that… 
 

after 
although 
as 
because 
before 
even if 
even though 
if 
in order that 
once 
since 
though 
until 
unless 
when 
whenever 
while 
yet 

 



Wednesday – Reasons for Oliver not joining Fagin’s gang 

 

 He would have other boys and Fagin but they will 
never be like his real family 

 He might get better food but he’ll have to steal if he 
wants to stay in the gang 

 He’ll be leading a life of crime (Dodger and Fagin are 
a bad influence) 

 He’ll be trapped in a life of crime as if he gets good at 
stealing, Fagin won’t let him just leave. 

 

Sentence starters and Subordinate Conjunctions 

Formal Sentence 
Openers… 

Subordinate 
conjunctions… 

Firstly,… 
In addition,… 
Moreover,… 
Furthermore,… 
It is clear that… 
Needless to say… 
Consider… 
Despite the fact that… 
Although… 
Undoubtedly,… 
Without a doubt… 
It is obvious that… 
No one can deny that… 
 

after 
although 
as 
because 
before 
even if 
even though 
if 
in order that 
once 
since 
though 
until 
unless 
when 
whenever 
while 
yet 

Thursday – Conclusion Shared Model 

 

The decision to join Fagin’s gang was not 

only a complex one but equally an emotional 

one. The thought of a new family, despite 

being a rather peculiar one, was Oliver’s 

fervent desire. However the prospect of 

entering the heart of the criminal world was 

certainly not a favourable pathway for such a 

vulnerable workhouse child. After considering 

all the evidence it is apparently clear to most 

people that Master Twist should indeed……. 


