
Climate Change Unit- Week 2

This week we are preparing to host our own COP (Conference of  the 
Parties)  

Have you heard about COP26  on the news?

Before starting your work today:

1.  Watch this video to find our more about COP26 

https://video.link/w/ZehJc

2. Read the information on slides 2-14 to find out why doing something 
about climate change is so important. 

3. Find out which nations your literacy group will be representing on slide 
15 

https://video.link/w/ZehJc


Atmospheric CO2 is higher than any time in that last 800,000 years, and levels are increasing 

faster than any time in millions of years.
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For millennia, CO2 has never been above this line:

Source: NASA
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Other: Emissions from cement production and gas flaring
Source: Carbon Dioxide

Information Analysis Center (CDIAC)

CO2 Emissions by Source
A growth in the use of coal, oil and gas over the last 

100 years is a major factor causing there to be more 

CO2 in the atmosphere. 
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Global Temperature Change from Preindustrial (°C)

Global temperatures are increasing. 



Arctic sea ice is gone in 2 out of every 3 summers1

50% of insect species lose >50% of their habitat range2

Drought: 11 months longer
Increase in average drought length3

Area burned by summer wildfires in Mediterranean doubles4

Compared to today

What will happen if the temperature keeps rising? 
A 3+ °C warming would mean…



Shanghai: Today

Source: Climate Central



Shanghai: 3.5°C

Source: Climate Central



New York City: Today

Source: Climate Central



New York City: 3.5°C

Source: Climate Central



Wall Street 

today

Source: Climate Central



… and with

4ºC of 

warming

Source: Climate Central



London 

with 4ºC of 

warming

Source: Climate Central



Source: Morgan Stanley, IPCC, CNBC

Climate-related disasters cost the world $650 billion between 2016 and 2018. Damages associated with global 
warming could total over $54 trillion by the time we reach 1.5°C.



1. Limit global warming to less than 2ºC by deciding how and when to reduce CO2 emissions

• 2. Agree how much money your nation can give to support other nations with their efforts to reduce 

climate change (i.e. to spend on disaster relief, food and water, immigration and refugees, emission 

reductions) Goal: $100 Billion per year

COP Goals
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3-Region Negotiation Parties

1. Developed Nations
The United States, European Union, Australia, 

Canada, Japan, New Zealand, Russia, South 

Korea, and other former Soviet Republics and 

eastern European countries.

2. Developing A
China, India, South Africa, Mexico, Brazil, and 

Indonesia - large rapidly emerging economies.

3. Developing B
Over 100 nations in Southeast Asia, Central and 

South America, Africa, the small islands, and the 

Middle East. Developing economies, excluding the 

major rapidly developing nations.

Mrs Inman’s/Mrs

McNeil’s Group

Mrs Bowden’s 

Group

Miss Pocock’s
Group



Monday- LO: To write an emotive speech

You have been invited to be a guest speaker to welcome everyone to our COP. Your job is to make everyone aware of how bad the situation is and to 

motivate them to act. Write your speech using Greta Thunberg’s speech (which we looked at last week but can also be found on slide 18) as a model. 

Remember to make it clear the aim of the COP is for nations to agree to limit global warming to less than 2ºC by reducing CO2 emissions and to 

raise $100 billion per year to fund this. 

Tuesday LO: To summarise key issues 

Read the information sheet for your nations (these can be found as additional resources on the school website https://pixmore.herts.sch.uk/home-

learning/year-6-home-learning/ ) 
Mrs Inman’s/Mrs McNeil’s group- Developed nations, Mrs Bowden’s group- Developing A nations, Miss Pocock’s group- Developing B nations

Use the information and your own knowledge to help you answer the following questions: 

• What is important to your nation at the moment? (i.e. building your economy)  

• Are the people of your nation going to work with you to reduce climate change? How?

• In what year will your emissions peak? (i.e. How quickly will your nation make a change?) 

• What do you need from the other nations? (i.e Do you need money for any reason?)

• What can you offer other nations? (i.e. Can you contribute to $100 billion per year goal? Will you be able to plant trees?) 

Wednesday- LO: To identify and use conjunctions

Read the example model pledge (see additional resources) showing what the UK could promise to do to support climate

change.  Identify all the conjunctions. Which ones are subordinating and which ones are coordinating?   

Now complete these sentences by adding another clause to each one using a different conjunction each time. 

We promise to burn less fossil fuels….. 

More trees must be planted….    

My nation will give $2 billion a year…. 

We are a rich nation….

Developing renewable energy sources will be vital…… 

Ext: Can you change the order of any of your completed sentences?

Remember of you start your sentences with a subordinate clause you will 

need a comma at the end of the clause.  What effect does change the order have?

https://pixmore.herts.sch.uk/home-learning/year-6-home-learning/


Thursday- LO: To write a pledge 

Imagine you are the leader of your nation. Write a pledge speech for the COP stating what your nation will promise to do. Use the example model 

pledge (see additional resources), your answers to the questions in Tuesday’s lesson and the sentence starters below to help you. 

Aim to write 4 paragraphs: 

1. An introduction reminding people what the problem is and whether your nation intends to support climate change or not 

2. What your country believes/is already doing 

3. What more you promise to do (including what year you intend to start reducing your CO2 emissions) 

4. A conclusion summarising what you have said and persuading other people to help

Make sure you proof read and edit your writing before handing it in. 

Friday- LO: To present a pledge

At school today we are going to be holding our COP and everyone is going to be presenting their pledges to the other nations. Practise 

performing your pledge making sure you speak slowly, clearly and with passion! If possible record yourself performing your pledge and post it on 

Seesaw or send it to schoolteachers@pixmore.herts.sch.uk If you are unable to record your pledge, perform it to someone else in your family. 

Paragraph 1

Paragraph 2

Paragraph 3

Paragraph 4

mailto:schoolteachers@pixmore.Herts.sch.uk


Greta 
Thunberg 

This is not a drill. I want you to panic. I want you to feel the fear I feel everyday. And the I 

want you to act. I want you to act as if the house is on fire because it is. 

My name is Great Thunberg. We are living in the beginning of a mass extinction. Our climate 

is breaking down. Children like me are giving up their education to protest. But we can still fix 

this. You can still fix this. 

To survive, we must stop burning fossil fuels. But this alone will not be enough. Lots of 

solutions are talked about, but what about a solution that is right in front of us? There is a 

magic machine that sucks carbon out of the air, costs very little and builds itself. It’s called….a 

tree. A tree is an example of a natural climate solution. Mangroves, peat bogs, jungles, 

marshes, sea beds, kelp forests, swamps, coral reefs, they take carbon out of the air and lock it 

away. Nature is a tool we can use to repair our broken planet. These natural climate solutions 

could make a massive difference. Pretty cool, right? But only if we also leave fossil fuels in the 

ground too. 

Here’s the crazy part… right now, we are ignoring natural climate solutions. They get just 2% 

of all the money spent on tackling climate change. This is your money, your taxes, your 

savings. Up to 200 species are going extinct every single day. Much of the Arctic ice is gone. 

Tropical forest are being cut down at the rate of 30 football pitches a minute.  So what should 

we do? What should YOU do? It’s simple: we need to protect, restore and fund. 

You can be a part of this: vote for people who protect nature, talk about climate change, join 

people who are fighting for nature. Everything counts. What you do counts. No one is too 

small to make a difference. 

Monday Resource


