
Year 6 Literacy – week starting 1st November                                                                       

Bug Muldoon – newspaper recount  

Monday - Planning Task – A crime has been committed! 

Velma has disappeared and the classrooms ran sacked! 

Read the passage below describing the scenes of the crime 

by witnesses. Pick out any clues as to what might have 

happened, who might have been involved and how the crime 

took place. 

Tuesday – Writing Task – We are going to be writing a 

news report about Velma’s disappearance.  

A news report needs to have:  

 A headline 

 An orientation (that tells us in one sentences the 4 w’s – what, where, who, 
when) 

 Formal language (no don’ts, can’ts unless you use them in a quote from a 
witness) 

 A mix of reported speech (where you don’t need speech marks and you 
summarise what the person said) and direct speech (which does need 
speech marks and uses the exact words of the witness). 

Read the example news report below and then write your opening 2 

paragraphs. You need to include: 

 Headline 

 Orinetation – tell the reader who, what, when and where the crime took 
place. 

 Paragraph one – tell us who reported the crime and how the Police 
responded. 

 Paragraph 2 – tell the reader what was found in one of the classrooms and 
what police believe this might tell them. 

CPSMV once you’ve gotten this far! 

Wednesday – Active and Passive Voice 

Every sentence has a subject, a verb and an object. 

The small boy chased after the dog. 

Sentences can either be active (where someone is doing something to an 

object e.g. The small boy chased after the dog.) or passive (where 

something is happening to an object by a subject e.g. The dog was 

being chased by the small boy).  

In an active sentence, the subject is emphasised as it is mentioned first 

in the sentence e.g. The small boy. 

In a passive sentence, we change it around so that the object (the dog) 

becomes the focus of the sentence. In this way we can manipulate 

what we want our reader to focus on.  

1. Underline in red the sentences on the resource sheet below, which are 
active sentences. 

2. Underline in green the sentences on the resource sheet below, which 
are passive. 

3. Can you re-write all of the active sentences so that they become 
passive (top tip: change them around so you can use the word ‘by’ 
after the verb e.g. chased by…) 

4. Can you re-write all of the passive sentences so that they become 
active? 

Thursday – Writing Task – A report needs to include evidence found but 

also witness statements. These could be reported (where you summarise what 

someone told you and you don’t need speech marks) or direct speech (where 

you include a direct quote with speech marks – remember how to punctuate 

speech). 

Consider what the witnesses said in the police report from Monday. Continue 

writing the rest of your news report today. Your writing today needs to include: 

 An example of reported speech 

 An example of direct speech 

 More detail about any further evidence found in classrooms AND what 
police think this tells them about the case. 

 Can you include some passive voice? E.g. The crime scene was searched 
by Police; The victim was last seen by witnesses in… 

 The final paragraph of your article needs to tell the reader what is 
happening NOW so will need to change tense from the past to the present 
tense. E.g. The search for the missing grasshopper is continuing. The 
Police have a number of positive leads, which they are following up.  

CPSMV and post your work on Seesaw. 

Friday – The Mystery Solved! – Check Seesaw today to find out what 

happened to Velma! 



Monday – Velma has disappeared! 

 

Witness statements  

Who: Wilma the Wasp 

It was about 18:45, when I decided to venture out to Pixmore Junior School 

(rumour was that there were some delicious, neglected apple cores left in 

the school bin). I stopped outside, where primarily I was intrigued by the 

sweet smell of bubble gum but then I heard a raucous commotion… 

Through the window, I saw shaking antennas’ and heard the snap of, 

‘You’ve ripped off my button! YOU MONARCHY-LOVING FOOL!” After that, 

there was terrible banging and crashing. I felt as if I were spotted I may be 

in danger, so I hid. The insects inside sounded rushed, or I don’t know... In 

a panic? I’m not sure what happened there, but I knew there was 

something sinister afoot.  

Who: Fez the Fly       

I was licking the ‘remnants’ of chocolate off a carelessly discarded wrapper 

about 18:50, when I heard the shout of, ‘You’ve ripped off my button! YOU 

MONARCHY-LOVING FOOL!” I then heard one of the insects leave the 

room. It was buzzing and bouncing off the tables and chairs in a blind 

panic. Now, the buzzing sound - I know that well – that’s the sound of a 

terrified fly. Suddenly I heard some shrill screams and then ‘BANG!’ I was 

out like a light… The last recollection I have (before regaining 

consciousness from under a chair) is hearing a female’s voice and seeing a 

flash of leopard print fur. Apologises for the vague nature of my statement 

officer, but that’s all I can say with clarity. 

Who: Sylvia the Spider       

A gust of wind had left my web in tatters so I was trying to respin parts of it 

in an effort to fix it. It was roughly 18:40 and as luck would have it, not only 

was my web broken but I also was locked out of the classroom! 

Disgruntled, I hung from the door frame, until I heard what sounded like a 

sarcastic quip… “Wise gal, eh? Well looks like there’ll be no news story 

worth noticing here, will there?” At that precise moment, I caught a whiff 

of stale nectar – which I knew was a fatal poison – so I scrambled back up 

to my dishevelled web as fast as my eight legs could carry me. A figure 

burst out! Coughing, spluttering, and stumbling. The silhouette fell in to 

the Year 6 double doors…  

 

The Main Suspects are… 

 

Detective Bug 
Muldoon – 

private 
investigator and 

friend of the 
victim 

 

Clarissa the Ant 
– formerly part of 
the Nest and now 
a member of the 

Individualist 
Group 

Commander 
Krag – Elite 

commander in 
charge of the Ant 

Nest Queen’s 
Guard 

Shaky Jake – 
sugar-addicted 
informant with a 

shady past 



Tuesday – Shared model newspaper 1 

Respected News 

Reporter Missing 
Police Detectives are investigating 

the disappearance of esteemed news 

reporter, Velma Green, who went 

missing earlier this week. 

Police and Crime Scene Operatives were yesterday 

called to a local junior school in Letchworth to 

investigate initial reports of a break-in. Police 

Detectives described the scene at Pixmore Junior 

School as ‘chaotic’, whilst Scenes of Crime 

Officers searched three Year 6 classrooms for any 

evidence that might suggest what has happened to 

Green. Reports so far suggest that a struggle may 

have occurred prior to Green’s disappearance.  

A witness, local resident Wilma Buzz, 23, told 

reporters, “I was nearby having a sniff around the 

bins when I heard this terrible commotion, it 

sounded like someone was shouting for help.” 

Evidence seized to date include a small blue 

container, which is reported to contain fatal 

insect poison – a vital clue detectives are hoping 

will help them to solve this case. 

 

 

Meanwhile, a second scene at the highly-regarded 

junior school revealed that local outlaw, 

Commander Krag might be to blame. Amongst other 

evidence recovered from Year 6, officers located a 

small guidebook, known to have been in Krag’s 

possession until recently.  

A local resident, Fez Fly, told us, “It’s 

ludicrous that he’s still allowed to roam the 

streets terrorising the neighbours, I want to know 

when something is going to be done about him.”  

Statements from Police Detectives on scene state 

that there are four insects who are wanted in 

connection with this heinous crime. Anyone who has 

seen or heard from any of these suspects is 

encouraged to contact the Police Department 

immediately.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Shared model newspaper 2 

DISASTROUS DISAPPEARANCE DILEMMA 

Velma, a keen, young reporter from Hertfordshire, was reported missing 

yesterday by a local detective, Bug Muldoon. Mr Muldoon was due to 

meet Velma at Pixmore Junior School to investigate a private case but 

became concerned when she didn’t turn up. ‘Velma told me she had 

some vital information about another case we were working on and I’m 

desperately concerned someone has harmed her to keep her quiet,’ Bug 

told the Police who were called to Pixmore Junior School just after 

6pm.  In response to the missing insect report, detectives searched three 

classrooms at the school where evidence of a struggle and possible 

murder was found.  

In the first room, which it is believed is where the suspects entered the 

building, a hole in the ceiling was unearthed. There was a pile of 

stationary on the floor: pens, pencils, rubbers and rulers which may 
have been dislodged as the suspects arrived. ‘I heard an awful 

commotion coming from inside the building which sounded like a herd 

of elephants crashing around,’ reported Wilma the wasp who was 

looking for nectar in the school grounds at the time of the incident. In 

addition, a red floppy hat and pink rose were discarded by the door 

possibly left behind in a hurry and believed to belong to one Clarisa 

Ant. 

In the second classroom, a half empty bottle of toxin was discovered 

leading police to consider the possibility Velma may have been poisoned. 

Strangely, no corpse was unearthed at the scene therefore it is not clear 

whether the poison was fatal or not or even used on Velma at all! 

Next to the bottle, was a book entitled ‘How to overthrow the 

Monarchy.’ Due to Officer Krag’s recent involvement with overthrowing 

the ant queen, he is also being considered a suspect by the police.  

Evidence of a struggle or confrontation was apparent in the final 

classroom. Tables had been upturned and a button had been torn from 

a brown chequered jacket thought to belong to Shaky Jake. Further 

evidence to suggest Shaky Jake was involved, included a flat cap and a 

piece of chewing gum (not sugar free) on the floor. Police will be DNA 

testing the gum. 

Although none of the evidence leads to a conclusive story, the police 

are confident there was more than one person involved in the 

disappearance or possible kidnapping of Velma and suspects are being 

held for questioning. Police are positive the situation was planned and 

premeditated rather than an accident and ask the public to be vigilant 

for further important clues in order to help them solve the case quickly. 

There has already been one possible sighting of Velma in Howard 

Gardens just a few roads away from Pixmore Junior School giving her 

family, who are determined to find Velma, hope she may yet be found 

alive and well 

Talking frame/sentence starters to help you. 

Yesterday… 
On Friday 
evening… 
The event 
occurred… 

It appears 
that… 
It was 
reported 
that… 
The crime 
was reported 
by.. 

Many claim… 
He/she 
claimed that… 

According to 
eye-
witnesses… 
It was said to 
be… 
 

It is believed 
that… 
When last 
seen, Velma 
was 
wearing… 

The victim 
appears to 
be… 
…also 
know as… 

Despite the 
fact that… 
No-one is 
sure…  
Nobody 
knows 
why…… 

Hours later… 
Afterwards… 
Later that 
day/morning… 

Unbelievably,… 
Unexplained,… 
Mysteriously,… 

Sightings 
have been 
reported of.. 

Velma has 
not been 
seen 
since… 

Police are 
increasingly 
concerned… 

Friends of 
Miss Hopper 
have appealed 
for… 

Loud crashes 
were heard 
coming from.. 

For further 
information 

… 

 



Wednesday - Active and Passive Voice 

Every sentence has a subject, a verb and an object. 

The small boy chased after the dog.  

 

Sentences can either be active (where someone is doing something to an 

object e.g. The small boy chased after the dog.) or passive (where 

something is happening to an object by a subject e.g. The dog was being 

chased by the small boy).  

In an active sentence, the subject is emphasised as it is mentioned first in 

the sentence e.g. The small boy. 

 

In a passive sentence, we change it around so that the object (the dog) 

becomes the focus of the sentence. In this way we can manipulate what we 

want our reader to focus on.  

  

 

 

 

 



Your Task 

1. Underline in red the sentences, which are active sentences. 

2. Underline in green the sentences, which are passive. 

3. Can you re-write all of the active sentences so that they become 
passive (top tip: change them around so you can use the word ‘by’ 
after the verb e.g. chased by…) 

4. Can you re-write all of the passive sentences so that they become 
active? 

 

The detective searched the scene for clues.  

The notebook was found by operatives.  

Witnesses claimed they saw a shadow.  

Velma was meeting an informant in Year 6.  

Police dogs were used during the search.  

Police spoke to witnesses at the scene.  

One witness was interviewed by a local reporter.  

Velma was last seen entering the school at 7pm.  

“I heard an almighty shout!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


