
Climate ChangeMonday-LO: To make notes from reading 
Read the information on the following slide and make notes using bullet points to answer the question: What is 
climate change and how is it caused?

Ext: Read more about climate change in books or on websites such as https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-24021772

Tuesday-LO: To write an explanation
Write a short climate change explanation (think back to how you set out your Spiderwick work) using your notes from yesterday. Make sure you 
include: a title, subtitles, paragraphs, a diagram and use conjunctions to explain. 

Wednesday-LO: To generate fronted adverbials for writing 
Fronted adverbials go at the beginning of a sentence (followed by a comma) to say when, where or how the action happens. Underline the fronted 
adverbial in each sentence and say if it describes when, where or how the action happens. 

In Australia, there have been many forest fires.  
In recent weeks, flood water has run through the streets like rivers. 
Sadly, many people have lost their homes. 

Watch this video and use the information in it to help you complete these sentences starting with a fronted adverbial 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/57912333

All around the world, 
In China, 
Recently,
Dangerously,  
Ext: Write your own sentences about climate change starting with fronted adverbials of your choice. 

Thursday- LO: To write a recount 
Use empathy to imagine you have experienced a serious natural disaster caused by climate change e.g. a flood or forest fire. Write a recount 
about what happened. Remember to use fronted adverbials to make your sentence starters interesting and show when, where or how things 
happened. e.g. 

For days,…..  This morning,…..  Before long,…..    Without warning,…   Concerned, …..     Desperately,…..

Friday- LO: To investigate techniques for motivating people
Read Greta Thunberg’s speech on the last page of the resources. Underline words or phrases that she has used to motivate people to do something 
about climate change. Has she motivated you? How? What could you do to help reduce climate change?  
Ext: Make a campaign poster to go with Greta’s speech highlighting the most important facts about climate change and the actions she wants 
people to take.   

because    so that   therefore   consequently   since   which 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-24021772
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/57912333


What Is Climate Change?

Climate change is a term used by experts when 
describing the way that both weather and 
climate systems are changing as a result of 
mankind’s industrial activity across the world.

Then Now
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What Is Being Affected By 
Climate Change?

There are a lot of different environmental changes that are happening as a 
result of climate change. Some are big and some are small.
These include:

Shrinking 
glaciers

Rising sea 
levels 

Plant species 
shifting locations

Animal species 
becoming 

endangered 

Trees and plants 
flowering much 

earlier in the year
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These include: 

Why Is the World’s Climate Changing?
Experts believe that humans are the main reason why the world’s climate 
and weather are changing.

A key contributing factor is the creation of greenhouse 
gases caused by human activities.

Electricity 
and Heat

1

Transportation

2

Manufacturing 
and 

Construction

3

Agriculture
(including fertilisers)
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How Do Greenhouse Gases Change 
the Climate?

Greenhouse gases that get released 
into the atmosphere prevent heat 
from escaping the Earth. 

The result of this is that whilst the 
Sun’s rays can enter the atmosphere 
to provide our planet with heat and 
warmth, not as much can escape. 

Therefore, the planet keeps getting 
hotter and hotter.

Since the Industrial Revolution in the 18th Century, the planet’s average 
temperature has increased by around one degree.
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Where Do These Greenhouse Gases 
Come From?

Carbon Dioxide (CO2)
Created through the burning of substances containing carbon, such as 
fossil fuels.

Methane (CH4)
Produced by cattle, chickens and pigs. As the global population increases, 
the more of these creatures are farmed and the more gas they produce.

Nitrous Oxide (N20)
Used in rocket fuel, racing cars, hospitals and dentist surgeries. Also found 
in agricultural fertilisers.
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How Do Greenhouse Gases Change 
the Climate?

It is very important to reduce the 
production of the gases that are 
creating the greenhouse effect. This 
is reliant on governments across 
the world creating laws and 
strategies to meet certain targets 
in pollution reduction.

In developed countries, such as 
those in the European Union, 
plans and laws are already in 
place. In developing countries, 
however, there is still a greater 
dependency on industries that 
create greenhouse gases.
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How Do Greenhouse Gases Change 
the Climate?

Some countries, including the UK, have committed to reducing emissions 
and finding alternative energy sources, including:

building wind farms, 
solar farms and other 

means of creating 
electricity from 

renewable energy;

supporting the 
manufacture and 

purchase of electric 
vehicles;

committing to phasing 
out the manufacture of 

petrol and diesel 
powered transport.
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What Are the Consequences of Not 
Doing Enough?

Without global warming slowing down, experts have predicted there are 
some very serious consequences for our planet.
These include:

Up to 30% of 
the Earth’s 

wildlife could 
become extinct.

1

Up to 90% of the 
ocean’s coral reefs will 

become lifeless.

2

Agriculture dependant 
on rain will see 
harvests halved.

3

Droughts and storms 
become more frequent 

and extreme.

4
Low-lying settlements 

and ecosystems could be 
lost due to rising sea 

levels.
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Greta 
Thunberg 

This is not a drill. I want you to panic. I want you to feel the fear I feel 
everyday. And the I want you to act. I want you to act as if the house is on 
fire because it is. 

My name is Great Thunberg. We are living in the beginning of a mass 
extinction. Our climate is breaking down. Children like me are giving up their 
education to protest. But we can still fix this. You can still fix this. 

To survive, we must stop burning fossil fuels. But this alone will not be 
enough. Lots of solutions are talked about, but what about a solution that is 
right in front of us? There is a magic machine that sucks carbon out of the 
air, costs very little and builds itself. It’s called….a tree. A tree is an example 
of a natural climate solution. Mangroves, peat bogs, jungles, marshes, sea 
beds, kelp forests, swamps, coral reefs, they take carbon out of the air and 
lock it away. Nature is a tool we can use to repair our broken planet. These 
natural climate solutions could make a massive difference. Pretty cool, right? 
But only if we also leave fossil fuels in the ground too. 

Here’s the crazy part… right now, we are ignoring natural climate solutions. 
They get just 2% of all the money spent on tackling climate change. This is 
your money, your taxes, your savings. Up to 200 species are going extinct 
every single day. Much of the Arctic ice is gone. Tropical forest are being cut 
down at the rate of 30 football pitches a minute.  So what should we do? 
What should YOU do? It’s simple: we need to protect, restore and fund. 

You can be a part of this: vote for people who protect nature, talk about 
climate change, join people who are fighting for nature. Everything counts. 
What you do counts. No one is too small to make a difference. 
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