
Year 5 Literacy – week starting 6th 

December                                                                       

Setting Description – Mr Brownlow’s 

House (Oliver Twist)  

Monday – Vocabulary Task – This week we 

are going to be writing a setting description 

describing to our reader Oliver’s first 

impressions of Mr Brownlow’s House and how it 

compares to Fagin’s Den. 

Watch the clip showing this scene in the film ‘Oliver Twist’ - 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RYpYehqcL9k 

Look at the images in the resources of scenes showing Mr Brownlow’s 

house and street. What do you notice about them? Write down some 

adjectives that you might use to describe these scenes. Try to think of 

between 5-10.  

Can you use a thesaurus to find some better synonyms for some of the 

adjectives you thought of? 

We are going to try and use some figurative language to help us describe 

this scene – we are going to try and come up with some similes, metaphors 

and personification. See if you can create some of your own in the table 

below. 

Similes  
(as…as… OR like a…) 

E.g. The neat, black 
railings stood like 
soldiers guarding the 
street. 

Metaphors  
(where we say something 
is something else) 

E.g. The clean, white 
street was a river of 
colour as the market 
seller sang their 
wares. 

Personification  
(give something human 
qualities) 

E.g. The tall, white 
houses with the 
uniform, black railings 
towered over the 
clean, white street and 
watched as the 
marching band passed 
by. 

 

Tuesday – Sentence Building Task – Read the slides in the 

resources below and then complete the sentence building task. 

Wednesday – Writing Task – Read the shared model description of Mr 

Brownlow’s House.  

Today we are going to use the work from Monday and Tuesday to begin 

writing an effective setting description. 

In our first paragraph we need to include: 

 Describe Oliver waking up in the morning and the impression we 
get (the sunlight, the breeze wafting the curtains, the quietness, one 
angelic voice on the street) 

 Describe the street itself (houses, railings, clean street etc) 

 Mention the one sweet voice of the market seller. 
 

**USE AS MANY SENTENCE STARTERS AS YOU CAN IN THIS PIECE 

OF WORK** 

CPSMV when you’re done and upload to Seesaw.  

Thursday – Writing Task – Today we are going to finish the setting 

description by describing the street as it gets busier. Re-read the shared 

model to support you and use as many sentence starters and vocabulary 

as you can from our work earlier in the week. 

In our this second paragraph we need to include: 

 Describe the first few market sellers that Oliver sees and hears as 
the street gets busier. 

 Describe how Oliver might be feeling watching and listening to all of 
this. 

 Describe how different it is from Fagin’s den. 
 

CPSMV when you’re done and upload to Seesaw. 

 
Friday – Handwriting Task – Having finished your writing, make sure 

you have CPSMV your work and then copy it out in your best joined 

handwriting onto the paper saved as a pdf with this home learning 

summary.. 

Upload it to Seesaw and it can go on the display with the rest of your 

class’s work. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RYpYehqcL9k


Monday – Images of Mr Brownlow’s Street and House 

 

 

Tuesday – Sentence Building Slides and Activity 

 

 



 

L.O: To use subordinate conjunctions to write multi 

clause sentences 

 Copy the main clause into your book. 

 Choose a subordinate conjunction to create a 

subordinate clause and extend your sentence. Write 

this new sentence in your book underneath the main 

clause. 

 Reorder your sentence (remember the comma!) and 

write the new sentence in your book underneath. 

 Decide which sentence you prefer and underline with 

a colouring pencil. 

The street was empty 

Oliver stood looking out from the balcony 

The houses stood tall circling the street 

Market sellers sang and called their wares 

Residents of the houses began to emerge 

One seller carried red roses in her basket 

 

Wednesday & Thursday – Sentence Starter sheet 

 

Shared Model – Mr Brownlow’s House description 


