
Treasure Island 

Monday- LO: To generate vocabulary for describing different atmospheres.  

In the next part, the build up, of the story you will take the map, find a crew and go on an adventure to find treasure. You will continue the story from the point when you 

are sailing across the ocean. Initially it will be calm, but as you get closer to your destination a storm brews.  

Calm 

 

Stormy  

 

 



Task 1- Sort the descriptive words and phrases into calm or stormy. If there are any words you don’t understand look them up.  

tranquil, menacing, thunderous, perilous, stars glistened, turbulent, violent, ghostly globe, ominous, ragging, 
lightning flashed like an angry scar, bobbed, sparkled like a blanket of diamonds, gently undulating, peaceful, 
smoothly, gently, smiled down on us, turquoise, inky black, dolphins frolicking, glided playfully, kind, 
tossed, rain hammered, thunder boomed, tore, threw, serene, shadowy, murky, placid, still, clear-blue, 
foreboding, sinister, lashed, battered, tickling  

Calm Stormy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Task 2- Add any of your own ideas to the table.  



Tuesday- LO: To write a build up with a change in atmosphere 

Task 1- Continue your story using this using the following as your starter. Make sure you write at least one paragraph about travelling whilst the atmosphere is calm and 

then another paragraph when the atmosphere is stormy. Use the sentence starters below and the vocabulary work from yesterday to help you.  

I waited for weeks for the mysterious pirate to return and collect his map but he never did. As each day 

passed, I became more and more curious as to where, and what. the tattered piece of paper might lead to until 

eventually, one day, I decided enough was enough; I would simply have to find a crew who could help me 

solve the mystery.   

Within a few weeks, everything was prepared- thanks to the help of the local squire. With my bags packed, I 

said goodbye to my family and head down to the docks to meet the crew. They were a________________________bunch 

of people…….       

Paragraph 1- Calm  Paragraph 2- Stormy  

Initially, the journey was….  
Life at sea was….  
Our boat, the ______________________, bobbed……  
                 (add boat name) 

Day by day we….. 
The sun…..   
Seagulls would….  
At night….  
Regularly, I enjoyed… 
For months, the ocean…..         

The tranquillity didn’t last though; one day….  
Everything changed when…… 
A mist…..  

The wind…  
The waves…..  
Rain drops, as ….. as…….,….  
Soon, the ship was being tossed around as if……  
In the sky,… 
My heart……   
The strength of the ocean…..  

 

Wednesday- LO: To identify techniques to create tension and suspense 

In the next part of the story, the dilemma, you are going to arrive at the island but find that pirates have got there first and are waiting to ambush you. To 

create tension and suspense you will have to include clues that there are pirates there but not give it away to the reader straight away. Eventually, the 

reader can find out about the pirates and then there will be an action filled fight where all of your crew, except you are killed!    

Task 1- Watch this video which teaches how writers can build suspense.  https://video.link/w/o0MMc  

https://video.link/w/o0MMc


Task 2- Read the example text below and underline and parts that create tension and suspense.  

 

Luckily, somehow, we managed to steer our way through the turmoil towards the island on the map, which we 

knew was by now very close by. We run aground our sea battered galleon in a sheltered cove and 

disembarked, feeling relieved to be alive and in one piece.  

The storm was beginning to subside but a thick mist still hung in the air making it difficult to see more than a 

few feet in any direction. The ghostly globe of the moon in the sky was still engulfed by thundery clouds and 

every now and again a boom of thunder echoed in distance. Between clashes, the island was eerily silent, as 

silent as a grave. 

All of a sudden, I could have sworn I heard something rustling in the undergrowth nearby. Once, twice, three 

times I heard twigs snapping. I wondered what was there: were we being watched?  

I squinted my eyes and glared through the mist and into the murky thicket that surrounded the cove. Suddenly, 

a flash of silver caught my eye then instantly disappeared. A few seconds later, I saw it again but this time a 

few paces closer to me. Was I in danger? My heart jolted erratically and the hairs on the back of my neck 

stood to attention like soldiers. My breaths came in sharp, rattling gasps. 

I froze. One chilling step at a time, a foreboding silhouette emerged from the undergrowth followed by another 

then another. Soon, my shipmates and I were surrounded by the most terrifying pirate crew I had ever seen. 

Every single buccaneer had a scowl across their face and a weapon of some sort held high.  

Before I had time to think, they were upon us. Shots rang out, swords clashed and cries of dying agony filled 

the night. Minutes flew by in seconds and soon I was the only one of my crew left standing. Despair flooded 

through my veins. What was going to happen next?  

 

 

 



Thursday- LO: To write a dilemma with tension and suspense  

Use the model text from yesterday to help you write your own dilemma. Make sure you: 

1. Describe arriving on the island giving at least 3 clues there were other people there already  

2. Show not tell how you (the main character) felt 

3. Ask  story questions e.g. Were we being watched? Was I in danger? What would happen next?  

4. Reveal the pirates   

5. Fight the pirates until you are the only member of your crew left alive 

Use the follow paragraphs to start and finish your writing, adding your own paragraphs in the middle full of suspense.  

Luckily, somehow, we managed to steer our way through the turmoil towards the island on the map, which we 

knew was by now very close by. We run aground our __________________________________ galleon in a 

________________________cove and disembarked, feeling relieved to be alive and in one piece.  

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Despite my whole crew having been killed, I had one tiny spark of hope left; I still had the map. That spark, 

however, was quickly extinguished when my most treasure possession-the map- was snatched out of my pocket 

and I was pinned up against a tree with by a bloody cutlass. “You’re coming with me me lad,” a __________________ 

pirate with______________________________________ ordered, “We’ve got treasure to find and you’ll be leading the way.”       



Friday- LO: To use conjunctions to extend sentences  

In the next part of the story, the resolution, you will go with the pirates to find the treasure.  

Task 1- Plan a route across the island to get to the treasure. What will you pass on the way? Select 5 possible challenges you meet along the way from the suggestions 

below (or if you have better ideas choose some of your own!) In which of your chosen places will the treasure be hidden? (Make sure this is the last place you will visit) 

 

 

 

 

Task 2- Write your journey across the island using multi clause sentences that show when, what and how you overcame problems on your journey. For example    

First, we trekked over a towering mountain with multiple paths to follow consequently we had to retrace our steps quite a few times.  

Then, we reached a hazy marsh with quick sand but luckily we were able to avoid getting sucked in. After that, we approached a fast 

flowing river so we had to wade our way across very, very carefully. Finally, we arrived at the spot marked x on the map and I was 

ordered to dig. Just as I thought I was ready to collapse from exhaustion, my spade struck gold!   

Use the table below to help you structure your sentences. Write your sentences in the template on the next page between the given opening and closing.  

Fronted adverbial (followed by a comma) Clause 1- What did you do? Clause 2-What was the result? 

First,… 

Then,… 
Soon,…  

Meanwhile,… 

After that,…  
By midday,…  

Next,…  
After we stopped for a rest,…  

Before long,.. 

As the sun was beginning to set,… 
Just as I thought I was ready to collapse 

from exhaustion,…  

Finally,…  
Eventually,…  

Soon,…..    

we crossed…..  

we reached….. 
we climbed….. 

we approached…  

we scrambled….  
we got trapped….  

we trekked…. 
we swam…. 

we wadded… 

we were sucked into…   
we found….  

we arrived at….  

we/I/my spade struck gold….  

but luckily we were able to…  

however fortunately we…. 
nevertheless, we… 

consequently we…. 

hence we….   
subsequently we…  

therefore we had to….  
so we..  

as a result we…  

and I/we…  

dangerous rattle snake pit                                     rickety rope bridge over a ravine 

towering mountain with multiple paths                                               crocodile infested swamp 

fast flowing river              skull shaped cave                    hazy marsh with quick sand 

large lake                    overgrown copse                   valley full of falling rocks 



As the morning sun began to break through the haze of the storm, we set off. With a gun pointing to my head 

and geeing me forward, I was made to lead the way in case there were any deadly traps. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

I couldn’t believe my eyes. The map had led us straight to hoard of pirate booty. The treasure was real.  

 


