
Week 1  

Thursday 6th and Friday 7th January 2022 

 

Whole School Writing Project - The Barnabus Project 

 

 

Guided Reading  

Task 1 

Predict  

Look at the front cover. What do you notice?  

What do you think will happen in the text?  

Are there any clues in the title or illustrations?  

Read  

Read the passage aloud using your performance voice. Try to  

visualise what you are reading. It is like a DVD/film is playing in 
your head.  
 

Clarify  

Are there any words, which you do not know? Are there any 

sentences, which you do not understand? Look at the red 

highlighted words and explain their meaning. 

You can use Fluency or Reciprocal reading Techniques. 
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The Barnabus Project  

By Terry, Eric and Devin Fan  

Barnabus lived in a secret lab. He was 

half mouse and half elephant and he 

had lived in the lab as long as he 

could remember.  

 

 

The lab was 

hidden beneath 

Perfect Pets on 

a perfectly 

ordinary street. 

 

 

 

It was deep underground, where no one would ever find it. The 

lab was where they made Perfect Pets. Except Barnabus wasn’t 

quite perfect. He had been put in a part of the lab called Failed 

Projects. 

 

His home was rather miniscule, but that just meant it was easier 

to keep tidy. The Green Rubber Suits fed Barnabus his favourite 

food, which was cheese and peanuts. Yet, he sometimes pondered 

about the world outside of his little bell jar. 
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It was Pip the cockroach 

who told them stories about 

the world above. 

 

Stories about a radiant 
silver lake, green trees and 

mountains that reached all 

the way to the sky, 

illuminated with their own stars. 

“Maybe someday I’ll sit on the grass and look at the stars,” said 

Barnabus. 

And when he closed his eyes, he almost could.  

“Impossible,” said Pip. 

“Nothing is impossible,” said Barnabus. 

 

But secretly he worried his 

friend might be right. At that 

moment, the Green Rubber 
Suits came in. They turned on 

the lights and checked each 

bell jar one by one. They 

made peculiar noises to each 

other. 
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They peered and they poked. They peeked and they prodded. They 

put red stamps on all the jars. Then they left. 

 

 

“What does it mean?” said Barnabus, mesmerised by the red 

stamp. 

“It means you’re going to be recycled,” said Pip. 

“That’s what happens to all Failed Projects.” 

“You’ll be fluffier afterwards,” offered Pip compassionately. 

“And you’ll be cuter and your eyes will probably be bigger.” 

“I like having small eyes,” said Barnabus, although he wasn’t 

even sure any more. 
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Barnabus despondently slumped in his jar. 

He wasn’t fluffy enough and his eyes 

were beady, but he liked himself just the 

way he was.  

What if, after he was recycled, peanuts 

and cheese were no longer his favourite 

foods?  

What if his friends didn’t recognise him 

after? What if he no longer cared about 

green trees and mountains lit with their 

own stars? 

 

“We need to escape!” said Barnabus suddenly.  

The other Failed Proects gasped. But then 

they cheered.  

“Impossible,” said Pip.  

“Nothing is impossible,” said Barnabus. He 

took a step back … 

 

He kicked as hard as he could. He charged 

at the glass. But the bell jar was much 

stronger than he was.  

 

Finally, Barnabus made a tiny dismal 

sound with his trunk and a tiny crack 

appeared!  

“Bwaahhh!!” trumpeted Barnabus. 

He was free. 

 



Task 2  

Vocabulary task - RAG rating  

You might want to read the passage again.  

Clarify  

 

Rag Rating – use the traffic lights.  

           

Choose a word from the passage, which you really do not 

know and find out its meaning. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

                          

Choose a word from the passage, which you are slightly 

unsure of and find out its meaning.   

         

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Choose a well-known, ambitious word from the passage. 

Can you use it in a sentence? 

           

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________             

 

 



 

Why not use these cheeky Reading Vipers to help you?  

Think about …. 

V vocabulary (clarify) 

I infer 

P predict 

E explain 

R retrieve 

S sequence and summarise 

Task 3  

Questions 

You might want to read the passage.  

Answer the following questions orally in your groups. Then, try 

writing the answers in full sentences.  

 

1. Where did Barnabus live? 

 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Why did people not know about Barnabus’ home? 

 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



3. What were the Green Rubber Suits? 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

4. On page 2 what were ‘…the mountains that reached all the 

way to the sky, illuminated with their own stars.’ 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Why did the pets have FAIL stamped on their jar? 

 

 

                                                                                                                                 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

6. In 1st paragraph on page 4 how is it suggested that Barnabus 

felt like giving up? 

What words have been chosen to convey this to the reader? 

Calling all Reading Detectives!!!!  

 

Use evidence from the text in your answer. You might want to use the speaking 

frames to help you.  

 

According to the text it says that…….  

 

In the passage it uses the words ____ to convey the image of……  

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Later on page 4 how does Baranbus’ mood change and what 

does he do? Which Pixmore Learning Power does he use? 

 

                                                           

 

 

 



Task 4 - Summarise  

In your own words, summarise the main events of the text. Write 

at least 3 sentences.  

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Now listen the second part of the story. 

(https://video.link/w/b4RPc) 

Predict  

What do you think will happen next?  

What do you think will happen to Barnabus and the other  

creatures? 

 

Task 5 - Summarise  

In your own words, summarise the main events of the second 

half of the story. Write at least 3 sentences.  

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

https://video.link/w/b4RPc

