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Week Commencing 17th January 

The Barnabus Project  

Day 1  

LO: To write the first paragraph in your 

explanation text - appearance.  

What is an explanation text? 

Listed below are some key features of an 

explanation text.  

  

An explanation text must...  

  

• have a title (the name of the new pet) and subheadings 

• be written in a logical order to organise the information for 

the reader  

• include factual information (including technical vocabulary)  

• explain HOW and WHY  

• be written in the present tense  

• be written in a formal voice (expert) 

• include ambitious adjectives 

• include causal conjunctions  

• include adverbials of time, place and manner   

You will need a title, an introductory sentence and then use the 

subheadings of appearance, habitat, diet and unique skills.  

 

For each section, discuss your ideas and make a note of any 

key points in your general book.  

 

Then use the speaking frames to help you generate ideas and 

write ambitious sentences for each paragraph.  
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Today you are going to write the first paragraph in your 

explanation text, which is about your new pet’s appearance.  

The appearance section tells the reader about what the new pet 

looks like. 

Look at the model below.  

  

 

 

 

 

The Giraffehog 

Few pets have ever been as popular as the 

Giraffehog. This creature is delightful pet 

for any owner and they will certainly bring 

joy to many homes. 

 

Appearance  

The Giraffehog is well known for its peculiar, rough skin with 

thousands of tiny spikes. While this creature is quite large, it can 

curl itself into a tiny ball with only its black, shiny hooves 

protruding. Generally, these adorable pets have long, powerful 

legs, covered in brown and cream patches though certain varieties 

can have smaller legs. This animal’s peculiar skin is very helpful 

because it forms an insulating layer to protect it from the cold 

temperatures.  

Unlike other pets, the Giraffehog also has large, emerald eyes, 

which can see incredibly long distances. Undoubtedly, the most 

prominent features of this gorgeous pet is its stunning iridescent 

ears, which protrude from its tiny head.  
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Look back at the drawing of your pet. Think about adjectives to 

describe the features of your pet.  

 

Use the speaking frame below to help you generate ideas for your 

pet’s appearance: 

 

The …..is well 

known for  

While this 

creature …. 

 

On the top of 

its back,  

 

 

This animal’s… 

 

Generally, 

these adorable 

pets… 

 

It’s body is 

covered with…  

Unlike other 

pets, … 

Undoubtedly, the 

most prominent 

features of the 

…..are…  

 

Experts believe 

that… 

 

 

Surprisingly,… From time to 

time, this … 

Protruding from 

its head are … 

  

Start writing your appearance section when you are 

ready. 

  

Remember your title, introductory sentence and the subheading 

Appearance. 

Remember to underline with a ruler.  

 

Always remember our top tips in Literacy!  

 

Use your expert voice!   
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Day 2  

LO: To write a paragraph on your pet’s habitat  

You are going to write the next paragraph in your explanation 

text, which is on your pet’s habitat.  

 

The habitat section tells the reader about where the pet likes to 

lives.  

This pet can live in any home but it is up to you to explain 

where this creature will feel most comfortable. 

  

Remember that you have made up your own pet, so you get to 

decide. Think about:  

• Does it like to live somewhere hot/cold?  

• Make links to the different climate zones. 

• Does it like to go in the paddling pool for a swim?  

• Does it like to climb trees in the garden or park?  

• How does it adapt to live in its environment?  

• Does it grow more fur if your house is a little cold? 

• Does it like to sleep close to the radiator or near an open 

window?  

Some of the key words and the speaking frame will help you. 
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These pets 

often like to 

live… 

 

The ___ are 

usually seen 

near… 

 

It is thought 

that…  
Actually, …  

 

Close to the…  

 

…are often 

found hiding 

in…  

Although… Occasionally,  

 

It is possible 

that… 

 

Sitting in the 

warmth of the 

sun is … 

 

They can be 

found…  

Often the cool 

air is…  

 

Start writing when your habitat section when you are 

ready.  

Remember your heading Habitat and underline it with a ruler.  

 

Use your expert voice!   
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Day 3  

LO: To write a paragraph on your pet’s diet  

You are going to write the next paragraph in your explanation 

text, which is on your pet’s diet. The diet section tells the reader 

about what the pet eats.  

 

Here you need to consider the 

combination of animals, which you 

have chosen.  

 

Remember that Branabus was half 

mouse and half elephant and so his 

favourite food was cheese and 

peanuts.  

 

 

 

 

 

What do both of the creatures, which you have chosen, like to 

eat?  

Can you make links to a healthy balanced diet?  

What would be a suitable diet for your pet?  

Remember you have a responsibility to care for your pet so you 

should provide appropriate and suitable food and water. 
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Remember that you have made up your own pet, so you get to 

decide what it eats! Think about:  

• Is it a carnivore (eats meat), herbivore (doesn’t eat meat) or 

omnivore (eats meat as well as things like berries and 

leaves)?  

• Do they have any important features for their food? E.g. 

sharp teeth to grind food?  

  

Use the speaking frame below to help you:  

 

…are 

extremely fond 

of…  

 

Their diet 

includes…  

 

It is thought 

that…  

Actually, 

most…  

 

If feeling 

hungry, this 

pet will …  

 

At least twice 

a day, the __ 

requires… 

 

Since this pet is 

a vegetarian, it 

… 

 

Unlike other 

carnivorous 

pets, …  

 

Although…   

 

In order to 

remain 

healthy, the …  

 

On occasion, it 

has been 

known to… 

Often…  

 

Start writing your diet section when you are ready. Remember 

your heading Diet and underline it with a ruler. Use your expert 

voice!   
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Day 4  

LO: To write a paragraph on your pet’s unique skills  

You are going to write the next paragraph in your 

explanation text, which is on your pet’s unique skills.  

      

      This section tells the reader about all amazing things, 

which your pet can do!  

  

Remember that you have made up your own pet, so you get to 

decide what it can do! Think about:  

• Does any of its features allow it to do anything special?  

e.g. turns invisible when swimming 

• Can it do something very unusual,  

e.g. changes a different colour for each 

new season 

 Use the speaking frame below to help you:  

 

Like a …., it 

can…  

 

 

It is thought 

that… 

Uniquely 

adapted to… 

 

When fully 

grown…  

 

While few 

pets can… 

 

Interestingly, 

…  

 

When young… 

 

Unlike other 

pets…  

Although some 

pets can….  

Talented and 

highly skilled 

the … can … 

It is widely 

believed that, 

the ___ can 

actually …. 

Such rare talent 

is seen in this 

pet because it 

can.. 

Start writing when you are ready. Remember your heading Unique 

Skills and underline it with a ruler. Use your expert voice!   
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Day 5  

LO: To edit and revise your explanation text 

Editing Checklist 

C P S M V 

       Use your green polishing pen 
Have you used capital letters correctly? 

Capital letters are used for names, places, at the start of a sentence, after opening 
speech marks or for the pronoun I. 

Do not use extra capital letters within words or in the middle of sentences. 

 

Is your punctuation accurate? 
Have you used a full stop, question mark or exclamation mark correctly? 

Check the punctuation used for speech. 

Be careful using apostrophes for contractions and/or possession. 

Use commas in lists, to mark boundaries in sentences (e.g. fronted adverbials)  

and to mark clauses. 

 

Can you spot and correct any spelling mistakes?  

Check at least 3 spellings. Are all the Year 3/4 spelling words correct?   

 

Does the writing make sense?  

Have you used the correct features for this kind of writing? Is your writing cohesive?  

Are there links between sentences? 

         

         Have you made good vocabulary choices?  

         Use ambitious and interesting vocabulary.  

    Now edit your work 

    Make at least 3 changes to your work.  

    Find and fix            Try to find the mistake in the sentence and fix it. 

    Add in            Try adding in an adjective or adverb. 

    Change it            Try changing a word to create a better image for the reader. 

Now write up your explanation text in your best handwriting 
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    LO: To write an explanation text on a uniquely created pet. 
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