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LO: To recognise reflective symmetry in simple 

shapes

Vocabulary

Symmetry

Reflective

Vertical 

Horizontal

Diagonal

Parallel

Perpendicular

Think about the 
learning we 

have done this 
week…



What do we mean by symmetry and in particular 

reflective symmetry?

An object has reflectional symmetry (line or mirror symmetry) if 

there is a line going through it which divides it into two pieces 

that are mirror images of each other.

In this lesson we are going to be investigating 2 shapes in 

particular to determine if they have any lines of symmetry.

Discuss with your parent/partner what you think it means.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reflectional_symmetry


Squares

You will need a square piece of paper.  

Fold the square piece of paper so that one half matches 

directly on to the other half.

How many different ways can you fold this paper so 

that one half matches directly on top of the other 

side?  



I can fold a square four different 

ways so that one half fits exactly on 

top of the other half.

That means that a square has four 

lines of symmetry.

Notice how the lines of symmetry extend beyond the shape. 

As you explore record your findings by talking to your 

parent or partner.



Now you need an oblong shaped piece of paper.

Does this have as many lines of 

symmetry as the square?

Try folding your piece of paper.

Why is this not a line of symmetry?

If I fold the corners together, the sides would not sit on top of 

each other, so this is not a line of symmetry – but it is half.



In order to prove your understanding of the different lines of 

symmetry in both squares and rectangles your task today is 

to draw at least 3 different squares and 3 different rectangles 

and show the lines of symmetry.  Remember to think about 

the size of the shape and the orientation of the shape.

See below for some examples.


