
Tuesday 

LO. To find features of a non-chronological report 

 

Reciprocal read the ‘Giant Pandas’ text and think about: What 

is the purpose of the text? Why would someone read it? What 

sort of language is used? Why? 

 
GIANT PANDAS 

 

Pandas are mammals native to China, 
where they are considered a national 
treasure.  As with most mammals, 

Pandas have fur or hair on their 
bodies. The Giant Panda is easily 
distinguished by its large size and 

black-and-white coloured markings.  It 
is thought that the bold colouring of the 
Giant Panda may provide camouflage. 

 

Habitat 

In the wild, Giant Pandas are only found in the remote 

mountainous regions of central China as this is where the 
cool bamboo forests are located.  They make their dens 
from hollowed-out logs or stumps of conifer trees found 

within the forest, where they hope to live for around 20 
years. In captivity, the Panda’s natural habitat is modelled 
using man-made structures and careful planting of bamboo.  

 



Diet 
Giant pandas only eat bamboo - which is a type of grass 

that grows in the mountainous areas of China. These 
animals need to eat for 12 hours a day in order to 
consume the vast quantities of bamboo necessary to 

survive.  The giant panda’s stomach is ideal for digesting 
bamboo as the walls of the stomach are extra-muscular to 
digest the wood of the bamboo.   

 
Personality 
Giant pandas are loners. They dislike being around other 

pandas so much that they have a heightened sense of 
smell that lets them know when another panda is nearby 
so it can be avoided.  If another giant panda does get 
close, the two will end up swatting and growling at each 

other. Sometimes they will even bite each other.  
Did you know? 

 Pandas have an extra digit on their hands, which 

helps them to tear the bamboo.  
 The Giant Panda does not hibernate but will shelter in 

caves or trees in very cold weather. 

 
Glossary 

 Mammals- Mammals are a group of vertebrate animals 

meaning they have a backbone 
 distinguished- recognised 
 captivity- kept or trapped somewhere 

 habitat- the natural home or environment of an 
animal, plant, or other organism 

 consume- take in  
 

 

 

 

This text is what we call a 
non-chronological report. A 

non-chronological report is a 
piece of writing that is focused 
on a single topic and includes 
various facts about the topic. 
It isn’t written in time order.  

 



Task- Look at the list of features for a non-chronological 

report. Can you find them in the ‘Giant pandas’ text and write 

down the example? 

 

 

Features Has it been included?  

A title that covers the whole topic  

Introduction (brief information about 
the topic) 

 

formal language (posh voice)  
 
 

Technical vocabulary (words that are 
specific to the topic) 

 
 
 
 

Facts  
 
 

Information organised into 
paragraphs 

 

Subheadings   

Present tense verbs  
 
 
 

Detailed sentences 
 

 
 
 
 

Generalised language (e.g. lions not 
Leo the lion or the lion at the zoo) 

 
 
 



Wednesday 

LO. To collect vocabulary to use in a non-chronological report 

Later in the week, you are going to write a non-chronological 

report about the animal you designed at the beginning of our 

whole school project.  

 

For the purpose of this piece of writing, you need to think of 

your creature as a species rather than a pet. 

 

Your report will include these subheadings: appearance, 

habitat, diet and behaviour. Write down a definition of each 

of these words so you know what they mean. 

 

Today you are going to collect some vocabulary to use in 

your report. Remember, a non-chronological report uses 

factual, formal and technical language.  

 

Task 

Look at the synonyms and order them from most appropriate 

for a non-chronological report to least. 

 

1. Cut out one of the coloured strips. 

2. Chop up the strip to separate the words. 

3. Sort the words from most likely to use to least. 

4. Repeat with another coloured strip. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

eat live pet known enjoy 

consume occupy  animal recognised like 

ingest  inhabit mammal distinguished are 

entertained 

by 

devour settle 

in 

beast notable benefit from 

chomp hang 

out 

creature noted are fond of 

gobble reside 

in 

thing notorious take 

pleasure in 



Thursday 

LO. To plan a non-chronological report 

Use the planning sheet to plan your non-chronological report 

about your creature. 

Title (species name) 
 

Introduction (What are they a combination of? What are they 

classified as? Where did they come from?) 

 
 

 

Paragraph 1- Appearance (Size? Colour? Do they have any unique 

features?) 
 
 

 

Paragraph 2- Habitat (What climate do they live in? What weather 

do they like?  where do they make a home?) 
 
 
 

Paragraph 3 – Diet (what do they eat and drink? How often? When?) 
 

 
 
 

Paragraph 4- Behaviour (what do they like/ dislike? How do they 
act?) 
 

 
 



Friday 

LO. To create a non-chronological documentary  

Use the sentence starters to create a documentary about your 

species. 

 

Appearance 

The ______ can be easily distinguished by … 

Being closely related to ______ means … 

At first glance, … 

They are also noticeable for... 

 

Habitat 

Usually, this species inhabit areas with a ______ climate 

They often occupy … 

______ have been observed in … 

The best form of shelter is … 

Unlike other mammals, … 

 

Diet 

All ___ are considered omnivores/carnivores/herbivore because… 

In order to survive, 

Their preferred diet is… 

The species mostly consume ... 

______ keep hydrated by ... 

 

Behaviour 

Most of their day is spent... 

Further research has shown,  

They often… 

Their daily schedule includes, 


