
Monday 10th January LO: To use relative clauses to describe 

What has happened in the story so far? 

Remind yourself by watching the Fan 
Brothers reading the story.  Listen up to 
2mins 25seconds.   

https://video.link/w/IHvRc

https://video.link/w/IHvRc


Let’s read on.



“Maybe someday I’ll sit on the grass and look at the 
stars,” said Barnabus. 

And when he closed his eyes, he almost could. 

“Impossible,” said Pip. 

“Nothing is impossible,” said Barnabus. 
But secretly he worried his friends might be right. 



Today you will be writing in role as Pip the cockroach giving a recount to 
the other pets about a visit you took to the outside world. Let’s look at 

what the story says Pip saw.  

It was Pip the cockroach who told them stories about the world above; 
stories about a sparkling silver lake, green trees and mountains 
that reached all the way to the sky, lit with their own stars. 

Can you spot any expanded noun phrases? 

Can you spot and relative clauses? 

What are the mountains that reached all the way to sky? 

What are the stars?



How could Pip describe the outside world to the pets who have never 
seen it? Think back to how we described the garden in our Bug 
Muldoon stories. 

Beat the 
teacher to find 
as many 
synonyms for 
big and 
amazing as you 
can in 2 
minutes. 



Did you beat the teacher?

Big
large
giant 
immense
vast 
great  
huge
enormous
colossal 
massive 
gigantic 
gargantuan 

Amazing

astonishing

astounding 

remarkable 

wonderful 

incredible 

marvellous

mesmerising

enthralling 

fascinating 

beautiful   



Relative clauses tell us more about people and things. They can be used to make it 
clear which object or person we are talking about or to just add more information 
about an object/person. They always start with a relative pronoun: who/whom, 
whose, which or that

Marie Curie is the woman who discovered radium.

This is the house that Jack built

Lord Thompson, who is 76, has just retired.

We had fish and chips (which I always enjoy).

I met Rebecca in town yesterday-which was a nice surprise.

Which sort or relative clause uses parenthesis (brackets, dashes or commas): ones 
that make it clear which object/person is being spoken about or ones that add 
extra information?



Add extra information into each of these sentences using a relative clause. Remember to 
show not tell what objects are (because the pets won’t know what they are called!) Don’t 
forget, if you are adding the relative clause as extra information, you will need to use 
parenthesis (brackets, dashes or commas). 

Large, black boxes reached to the sky.

Stretched in front of me was a vast bowl of water. 

Nearby was a soft, green carpet.  

A round orb hovered in the sky. 

Ext: Write your own 
sentences with 
relative clauses to 
describe the outside 
world. 



What would Barnabus say?
FIXED MINDSET

Impossible
Nothing is 
impossible 

GROWTH MINDSET

My home is 
too small

My home may 

be small but 
that makes it 
easy to clean



Which 
recount is 

more 
descriptive? 

Why? 

What makes a 
successful 
recount? 

Can you spot 
any relative 

clauses?

Tuesday 11th January LO: To write a recount with a setting description 



Write your own recount in role as Pip telling the other pets all about a 
visit to the outside world and what it was like. 

Remember to use a new 
paragraph every time there is 
a change in place, person, 
time or topic. 

And if you use a fronted 
adverbial to start a sentence 
follow it by a comma. 

To describe make sure you use: 
• expanded noun phrases 
• relative clauses to add extra 

information 
• figurative language to 

compare objects to other 
objects

• all senses 



What would Barnabus say?

FIXED MINDSET

I’m a 
failure

?

GROWTH MINDSET



Wednesday 12th January LO: To identify how to show not tell different emotions. 

LO: To identify active and passive voice 

Watch the video of the Fan Brothers reading ‘The Barnabus Project’ to recap 
the story so far and see what happens next. Listen up to 5 mins 4 seconds.  

https://video.link/w/BewRc

What are the Green Rubber Suits? 

How are the animals feeling? How do you know? 

What do you predict might happen next? 

Have you ever been in a similar situation? How did you 

feel?

How did you know you were feeling that way?

How did you cope with these feelings?

https://video.link/w/BewRc


How would a pet show not tell each of these emotions?

scared curious upset confused excited



Is each of these sentences from the book written in active or passive?

They turned on the lights and checked each bell jar 
one by one. 
They made strange noises to each other. 
They peered and they poked. 
The peeked and they prodded.
They put red stamps on all the jars.

Rewrite each sentence so that is uses the opposite voice.

What effect does reordering the sentence have? 

Watch this video to recap the difference between active 
and passive.            https://video.link/w/aiwRc

https://video.link/w/aiwRc


What would Barnabus say?

FIXED MINDSET

I am not 
good 

enough

?

GROWTH MINDSET



Thursday 12th January LO: To write a diary recount

Fail stamps were placed on all of the jars. 

 Barnabus wondered what the fail stamps meant.  

 The animals were inspected by the Green Rubber Suits.

 The Green Rubber Suits came into the room. 

Order these events from the story. 

Which are written in the passive? Can you rewrite them in the active? 



Today you will be writing a diary entry in role as your hybrid pet 
recounting the events from the story, showing not telling how they 
were feeling at each event and what they are worrying about at the 
end. 

To write a successful recount: 

 Include events in chronological order 

 Use adverbials of time and place for 

cohesion (followed by a comma if they are at 

the start of the sentence)

 Include emotions

 Use passive voice to change the focus to 

you!

 Use a new paragraph for a change in topic, 

place, time or person. 

Dear Diary, 

Today has been…. 

After lunch,….
We were… 
I….

Just before the Green Rubber 
Suits left,…
Feeling_________, I… 
Pip told me… 

Now all I can think is:  



What would Barnabus say?

FIXED MINDSET

I’m stuck! ?

GROWTH MINDSET



Friday 13th January LO: To plan an explanation text

Think back to when we wrote our Spiderwick
explanations for a mythical creatures. 
What was the main role of the explanation text? 
What made your writing successful?

Explanations explain how or why things are. 

A successful explanation uses paragraphs, titles, 
subtitles, bullet points, conjunctions, and 
technical vocabulary. 



For the writing competition you will be writing in role as a ‘green rubber suit’ 
recording information for your failed pet’s brown file. What sort of writing will be 
needed? What sort of things will it be really important for the green suits to record?



Tasks
1. Make a model of your hybrid pet (created in 
week 1) and arrange it in a bell jar with food and 
the habitat it likes. 
2. Fill in the project notes file for your creature.
3. Draw a picture of your hybrid pet for the front of 
it’s file.  


