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What would Tilly the tortoise say?

This is boring 
since I can 

already do it. 

?
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Monday 17th January
LO: To identify and use different conjunctions and clause types.

He wasn’t fluffy enough, and his eyes were beady, but 
he liked himself just the way he was. 

Can you identify the conjunctions in the 

sentence? 

Are they coordinating or subordinating? 

Where are the independent (main) clauses? 

Why have commas been used? 



Monday 17th January
LO: To identify and use different conjunctions and clause types.

He wasn’t fluffy enough, and his eyes were beady, but
he liked himself just the way he was. 

Can you identify the conjunctions in the 

sentence? 

Are they coordinating or subordinating? 

Where are the independent (main) clauses? 

Why have commas been used? 

Because the conjunctions are joining independent clauses. 



Using causal conjunctions will be really important in our explanation 
text because they can be used to explain what happens and WHY. 

There are 7 coordinating 
conjunctions. Other 
conjunctions are 
subordinating conjunctions. 

Can you spot which of these 
examples are coordinating 
conjunctions?

Complete the conjunctions sheet.



SSL

What would Tilly the tortoise say?

I can’t do 
this because 
it’s too hard. 

?
FIXED MINDSET

GROWTH MINDSET



Tuesday 18th January 

LO: To write an explanation (introduction and classification and 
characteristics sections) 

Today you will be writing the introduction, classification and characteristic 
sections of your explanation text for your hybrid pet. Read the example texts on 
the next few pages as a guide. 

What features 
should you include 

to make your 
explanation 
successful? 

To write a successful explanation text you 

must:

 Use accurate sentences punctuation

 Use fluent and consistent handwriting 

 Use a range of sentences types to make 

my writing flow 

 Start a new paragraph for each new topic

 Organise paragraphs using heading and 

subheadings 

 Use bullet points/ numbered points to 

indicate lists/steps in instructions 

 Use conjunctions to explain how and why 



Are there any Year 3/4 or 5/6 
words you could include in 

your explanation?



PROJECT HYBRIDISATION OVERVIEW

Project hybridisation has been set up by Pet Tech® with the aim 
to create perfect pets by breeding together different species with 
desirable genetic traits. The science community has already 
proven that the DNA (deoxyribonucleic acid) from certain species 
can be combined to create hyrbids-organisms with mixed 
characteristics from both parents. Currently, the project is at the 
observational stage to scrutinise successfully created offspring 
in order to check the viability of the experiment. Unless above 
80% of the hybrids created are deemed perfect, the project will not 
be economically viable. Observations will continue for a year in 
order to decide the possibility of announcing the project 
publically. 



PROJECT FILE 
CASE FILE: 0856
NAME: Barnabus

CLASSIFICATION: Barnabus is our first half African elephant (Loxodonta africana)
and half house mouse (Mus musculus) hybrid therefore he has been named a 
mouphant (Muslox Africana).  He was breed in the hope of creating a small mouse like 
pet but with a longer than average lifespan, more similar to that of an elephant.  
The organism resulting from this genetic cross has soft, light grey fur and is warm 
blooded consequently he has been classified as a mammal- the same as both of his 
parents. 

CHARACTERISTICS: Like an elephant, this creature has a long, versatile trunk, which he 
has been using to successfully pick up food. Unlike an elephant however, he has only 
grown to 5cm in height making him a suitable size to be a house pet. He can move 
nimbly and quickly despite having rather large feet.  His long, pink tail- similar to 
that of a mouse- helps him balance when he scampers around on two feet. He both 
squeaks and trumpets.  His life span has already exceeded that of a normal house 
mouse.   



What would Ruby the Robin say?

I’m rubbish at 
this; I never have 
any good ideas. 

?
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Wednesday 19th January 
LO: To write an explanation (handling protocols section- habitat and diet

Today you will be writing the handling 
protocols section of your explanation. 
This can include information about 
your hybrid’s diet and its preferred 
habitat plus any warnings needed 
about looking after the pet.   

Read the example on the next page 
and then write your own version for 
your creature. 

To write a successful explanation text you 

must:

 Use accurate sentences punctuation

 Use fluent and consistent handwriting 

 Use a range of sentences types to make 

my writing flow

 Start a new paragraph for each new topic

 Organise paragraphs using heading and 

subheadings 

 Use bullet points/ numbered points to 

indicate lists/steps in instructions 

 Use conjunctions to explain how and why 

Remember to stick to the success criteria and use as many 
Year3/4 and 5/6 spellings as possible. 



HANDLING PROTOCOLS: Barnabus has been feed a variety of foods yet only a short list 
of specific items he will eat has been discovered: cheddar cheese, blue cheese, peanuts 
(shelled, crushed and unsalted). This fussy eater will not eat any fruits or
vegetables but he drinks both water and milk. 

He requires feeding at regular intervals and on the following routine he has been 
sustaining a healthy weight. 

• 8am: 50g of shelled, crushed peanuts and 150ml of water

• 12pm: one small handful of cheddar cheese cubes 

• 5pm: a bowl of milk 

• 11pm: 100g of blue cheese (any type) 

If he is not feed at these regular intervals, he becomes very restless and starts 
trumpeting loudly. 

Barnabus has thrived best in a warm and cosy environment created by lining his 
enclosure with saw dust. Unfortunately, he is unable to clean himself due to being 
clawless therefore it is vital his fur is brushed daily and his bedding is cleaned out 
at least once a week. When cleaning him out, he has a tendency to try and escape 
consequently it is best if he is put in a separate, temporary cage when being cleaned.  



What would Ruby the Robin say?

I don’t have a 
pencil so I can’t 

do my work. 

FIXED MINDSET GROWTH MINDSET



Today you will be writing your 
final section of your explanation 
which explains why your 
creature is a failed project. 

Read the example on the next 
page and then write your own 
version for your creature. 

Thursday 20th January  

LO: To write an explanation text (exclusion criteria) 

To write a successful explanation text you 

must:

 Use accurate sentences punctuation

 Use fluent and consistent handwriting 

 Use a range of sentences types to make 

my writing flow

 Start a new paragraph for each new topic

 Organise paragraphs using heading and 

subheadings 

 Use bullet points/ numbered points to 

indicate lists/steps in instructions 

 Use conjunctions to explain how and why 

Remember to stick to the success criteria and use as many 
Year3/4 and 5/6 spellings as possible. 



PROJECT STATUS: From initial observations it appears that mouphants
will not make perfect pets. Firstly, this is due to Barnabus’ 
mischievous nature. In addition, this creature requires rigorous 
routines to keep it fit and healthy which may be too onerous for most 
pet owners. Finally, for such a small animal, it is incredibly loud, 
particularly when trumpeting as a result of hunger.  Despite being the 
perfect size for a pet, as a result of the for mentioned issues, 
mouphants are being judged a failed project.  



What would Give and Take say?

That person is 
copying my 
idea and I 
don’t like. 

?
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Friday 21st January 
LO: To present an explanation text in neat 

Today you will be presenting your writing in neat. 

You can either type it up or write it in your best 
handwriting using the provided paper template. 

Take your time to make sure you have used you best 
handwriting/accurate typing and have accurate spelling 
and punctuation. 

Remember this is your writing competition piece! 
There will be prizes for most improved writer, most 
effort and best writing. 


