
 
Year 6 

Autumn Term 2022 

Curriculum Update 

 

Important Dates for the Term 

Meet the teacher ATTENDANCE IMPORTANT- an introduction and 
overview of Year 6: 13/09/22 

Year 5+6 Open Afternoon: 18/09/22 

Deadline for Secondary School Applications: 31/10/22 

Year 6 Assembly: 03/11/22 @9.30am 

Milton Keynes Museum School trip: 24/11/22 still TBC  

Treasure Island Pirate Dress up Day: 14.11.22 

Autumn Progress Assessments: WB 05/12/22 

Christmas Dinner and Jumper Day: 14/12/22  

Year 5/6 Carol Concert: 19/12/22 (matinee and evening performance times TBC)  

PSA Christmas raffle: 20/12/22 

 

 

Homework  

 It is essential pupils complete maths, spelling and reading homework  
every week. Maths and spellings homework is sent home weekly with  
a purple homework book and is also posted every Thursday onto the  
school websitehttps://pixmore.herts.sch.uk/classes/year-6/year-6-homework/  

 Completed weekly homework should be returned to school by the following 
Thursday.  

 A topic grid is sent home termly with additional suggested activities to 
compliment your child’s learning in class.  

 Homework is not marked in as much detail as your child’s normal work but 
your child may receive house points or special recognition awards for their 
efforts in their homework.  

 Maths homework answers are posted on the school website. Please check the 
answers with your child and use the answers to help your child try and work 
out how to do any questions they initially get stuck on.  

 If you have any problems or queries please speak to your child’s class teacher. 
 

Helping your child with reading  
As part of their homework, all pupils are required to read regularly; 
approximately 20 minutes every day. As a parent, you can play an important role 
in helping your child learn to read.  Research shows that children who are helped 
at home make better progress in school. This video has top tips for reading with 
your child at home. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-OG2Q6pPQYw&t=23s  
Pixmore’s reading at home top tips include:  

 Make reading part of your daily routine 

 Be supportive and positive during this time, please comment in their diary. 

 If they get stuck on a word, you could: 
 let them read on so they can work out the word themselves from the 

context 
 point to a picture if it will help them guess the meaning 
 give them the first or last sounds to help them 
 read the word for them (especially if it is a Proper Name) 
 when they are confident with sounds, let them sound out unknown words – 

break longer words down into syllables 
 do not sound out words which are not phonetic e.g. ‘because’ 

 When a mistake is self-corrected or a previously unknown word is 
recognised, praise highly. 

 Encourage expressive reading by drawing attention to punctuation. 
 

P.E. 

 Year 6 will have PE on a Thursday and a Friday 
 They need to come to school wearing their PE kit: house coloured T-Shirt, 

shorts/tracksuit and trainers.  

 If the weather is wet this term, pupils will also need a coat to keep them dry. 
 Please ensure that hair is tied up and that your child is not wearing any 

jewellery, including earrings. 

https://pixmore.herts.sch.uk/classes/year-6/year-6-homework/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-OG2Q6pPQYw&t=23s


 English 

We start Year 6 with a whole school writing project before moving on to writing 
explanations based on creatures from ‘The Spiderwick Field Guide to the Fantastical.’ 
We then read Bug Muldoon and use this as a stimulus for narrative detective and 
report writing. We finish the term with a pirate themed unit on Treasure Island 
which will start with a pirate dress up day!  

Maths 

This term we focus on place value in large numbers and on practicing mental and 
written methods for all four operations using increasingly large numbers. We 
calculate with fractions, decimals and percentages. We recap and build knowledge of 
2D and 3D shapes, including practicing calculating perimeter and area of different 
types of shapes.    

Computing 

Before half term pupils explore how data is transferred over the internet. Learners 
then look at how the internet facilitates online communication and collaboration; 
they complete shared projects online helping them practice being safe and 
responsible users of online spaces. Pupils then move on to learn about databases and 
how to create graphs and charts from data. They use a real-life database to answer a 
question and present their work to others. 

Geography (1st half term) 

In geography, we study famous mountain ranges and volcanoes, where they are 
located and how they are formed. We also consider the impact they have on human 
geography.   

History (2nd half term) 

Pupils will learn about communication through the ages including; printing, 
telegraph, telephone, radio and the Internet. We consider their contribution to major 
world events and the impact of their invention on society today. 

Science 

In our first unit ‘Living things and their habitats’, we focus on classifying organisms 
based on their observable characteristics giving reasons for classifications. Pupils will 
learn how taxonomists classify animals, plants and microorganisms.  

After half term, we study electricity, recapping the components of a circuit and 
learning how to represent them using circuit symbols. We investigate variations in 
how components function and learn the link between brightness and voltage.  

RE 

In the first half term we introduce Buddhism. We learn who Buddha was and look at 
key Buddhist beliefs and practices. In the second half term we focus on Christianity, 
exploring the difference between scared and secular Christmas.  

 

Art & DT 

We focus on perspectives in art this term, practicing a range of techniques including 
atmospheric perspective, one-point perspective and close up perspectives. Pupils also 
explore pictures created by a range of famous artists and use these as inspiration to 
create their own art work portraying a personal perspective on a matter important to 
them.  

Music 

In music, we will be focusing on developing rhythms and reading staff notation. In the 
half term leading up to Christmas, we learn and practise traditional carols in 
preparation for the Year 5+6 carol concert.  

PE 

We will practise attacking and defending in tag rugby and serving and returning 
passes in table tennis. All the skills practised will be applied in games/matches. After 
half term, pupils participate in Indoor athletics, netball and archery lessons.  

French 

Year 6’s first French unit focus on school (À L’École). In this unit pupils will learn 
how to repeat and recognise the vocabulary for school subjects, say what subjects they 
like and dislike at school and why, tell the time (on the hour) in French, say what time 
they study certain subjects at school.  
 

Learning Milestones – Autumn 2022 

Year 6’s Autumn Term Learning Milestones 

To support your child this term we expect parents to: 

 Support with homework, especially arithmetic ensuring your child is 
developing their skills and increasing their fluency and speed.  

 To monitor your child’s reading at home, ensuring they read daily.  

 To discuss concerns and worries during the transition back to school. 

 To apply for your Secondary School position by 31st October. 


