
 

Year 6 

Spring Term 2023 

Curriculum Update 

 

Important Dates for the Term 

• Monday 9th January-Friday 27th January-Writing Project  

• Tuesday 7th February-Safer Internet Day  
• Monday 13th February to Friday 17th February – Spring Half 

Term Holiday (School Closed) 

• Thursday 2nd March- World Book Day  

• Monday 6th March-Friday 10th March- Assessment Week 

• Monday 13th March-Friday 20th March- STEM week  
• Friday 17th March- Red Nose Day 

• Friday 24th March-Reports out  
• WB 26th March- Parent teacher consultations (timings to be 

confirmed)  

• Friday 31st March – Last Day of Term (Normal finish of 3.15pm) 

 

   

 

Homework  

• It is essential pupils complete maths, spelling and reading homework every 
week. Maths and spellings homework is sent home weekly with a purple 
homework book and is also posted every Thursday onto the school website 

• https://pixmore.herts.sch.uk/classes/year-6/year-6-homework/ 
• Completed weekly homework should be returned to school  

by the following Wednesday.  
• A topic grid is sent home termly with additional suggested activities to 

compliment your child’s learning in class.  
• Homework is not marked in as much detail as your child’s normal work but 

your child may receive house points or special recognition awards for their 
efforts in their homework.  

• Maths homework answers are posted on the school website. Please check the 
answers with your child and use the answers to help your child try and work 
out how to do any questions they initially get stuck on.  

• If you have any problems or queries please speak to your child’s class teacher.  
 

Helping your child with reading  
As part of their homework, all pupils are required to read regularly;  
approximately 20 minutes every day. As a parent, you can play an important role 
in helping your child learn to read.  Research shows that children who are helped 
at home make better progress in school. This video has top tips for reading with 
your child at home. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-OG2Q6pPQYw&t=23s  
Pixmore’s reading at home top tips include:  
• Make reading part of your daily routine 
• Be supportive and positive during this time, please comment in their diary. 
• If they get stuck on a word, you could: 

✓ let them read on so they can work out the word themselves from the context 
✓ point to a picture if it will help them guess the meaning 
✓ give them the first or last sounds to help them 
✓ read the word for them (especially if it is a Proper Name) 
✓ when they are confident with sounds, let them sound out unknown words – 

break longer words down into syllables 
✓ do not sound out words which are not phonetic e.g. ‘because’ 

• When a mistake is self-corrected or a previously unknown word is 
recognised, praise highly. 

• Encourage expressive reading by drawing attention to punctuation. 
 

P.E. 

• Year 6 will have PE on a Tuesdays and a Fridays 
• They need to come to school wearing their PE kit: house coloured T-Shirt, 

shorts/tracksuit and trainers.  
• If the weather is wet this term, pupils will also need a coat to keep them dry. 
• Please ensure that hair is tied up and that your child is not wearing any 

jewellery, including earrings. 

•   
 

https://pixmore.herts.sch.uk/classes/year-6/year-6-homework/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-OG2Q6pPQYw&t=23s


 Spring Term Curriculum 

English 

We start the term participating in a whole school writing project based on the book 
‘The Midnight Fair.’ We then complete a persuasion unit using the book ‘Weslandia’ as 
a stimulus for creating holiday brochures. We finish with a unit based on a Michael 
Morpurgo narrative text. 

Maths 

This term we introduce ratio and proportion and algebra. We practise calculating 
perimeter, area and volume and drawing reflections and translations.  We use all for 
operations with increasingly large numbers and decimals for solving measures 
problems and also practise using timetables and solving time problems.   

Computing 

We start with a programming unit exploring the concept of variables in programming 
through games in Scratch. Learners experiment with variables in existing projects, then 
modify them, before they design, create and evaluate their own project. Pupils also 
develop their knowledge and understanding of using a computer to produce 3D 
models. 

Geography  

In geography we study rivers and coasts. By the end of the unit pupils will have learn 
how to use an atlas to locate major rivers and oceans and they will be able to identify 
features of a river and coastal features and how they change over time. They will also 
have considered the positive and negative impacts humans have on rivers and coasts.  

Science 

In our first unit we study light, focusing on how light travels and how we see things. In 
our second science unit we learn about how blood, nutrients and water are transported 
around the body in the circulatory and digestive systems. We look at the function of 
each part of the circulatory system including the structure of the heart and lungs. We 
investigate and explore the impact diet, drugs, exercise and lifestyle have on the way 
our bodies function.  

RE 

In the first half term, we focus on different form of worship and how beliefs are 
communicated in Buddhism and Christianity.  In the second half term we learn about 
Easter by studying the life of Jesus and his importance as a leader.   

Art & DT 

We will be making moving vehicles based on the design work pupils started last term 
on their trip to One Garden City to view a special exhibition exploring the fascinating 
life and work of one of Britain’s most influential designers: Tom Karen. Pupils will not 
only be working with museum staff to make their vehicles but also designing a 
potential exhibition of their work.   

Music 

In music, pupils will be learning about pitch. They will read simple notated rhythm 
and pitch patterns, sing from notated rhythm and pitch patterns and compose their 
own rhythm and pitch notations. They will also learn to play pentatonic melodies on 
tuned instruments and create 3 layers of sound with drones, ostinatos and melodies.  
 
PE 

During the first half term pupil will be focusing on developing a range of indoor 
athletic skill and pupils will participate in hockey lessons to practice skills for 
playing matches. In the second half term pupils cover basketball, orienteering and 
gymnastics.   

French 

In French we will be looking at how to ask and tell the time. Pupils will then look at 
how to talk and write about what they do in their spare time and when.   

Learning for Life  

This term we focus on health and well being learning how to look after our body and 
minds. This includes esafety lessons about whether we should believe everything we 
see online. Following this we learn about coping with being ill, what immunisations 
are and how to cope with stress and access support and how to do basic first aid.  

Booster Sessions 

Booster sessions will take place during school time, allowing the children to 
consolidate and build their skills in preparation for the Key Stage 2 SATs. We will be 
targeting children on a rolling program.  

 

Learning Commitments – Spring 2023 

Learning Commitments are targets that parents will engage with at home with their 

children.. These may be life skills, academic skills or topic linked skills which the children are 

going to need to develop over the course of the term. 

Year 6’s Spring Term Learning Commitments 

• To support with homework, especially arithmetic, ensuring your child is 
developing their skills and increasing their fluency and speed and ensure the 
work is marked and returned to school weekly.  

• To monitor your child’s reading at home, ensuring they read daily.  

• To discuss concerns and worries regarding exams  
• To ensure your child can tell the time in preparation for secondary school  


